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El Paso Hockey Owner
Promises Cool Investment
in Cloudcroft

A 20-year lease agreement envisions upgrades,
longer seasons, and youth hockey

by HANNAH DEAN

Cory Herman is a Canadian-born entrepre-
neur, ice sports advocate, and owner of the El
Paso Rhinos hockey teams—and the new lon-
g-term lessee for Cloudcroft’s James Sewell
Ice Rink.

As the founder of Southwest Sports Solutions
and a driving force behind El Paso’s thriving
ice arena scene, Herman brings decades of
experience in rink operations and youth pro-
gram development to Cloudcroft.

Herman signed a 20-year lease with the
Village of Cloudcroft for the Ice Rink—which

would start next year, in the fall of 2026—and
plans to invest in the town’s outdoor recrea-
tion economy, promising both local benefits
and tourism growth.

From Saskatchewan to the Southwest

Herman grew up in rural Saskatchewan, Ca-
nada, in a farming family, spending winters
at the small community rink where his father
volunteered.

There, he learned ice care, rink manage-
ment, and the value of grassroots sports.

Continued, page 2
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expert Samantha Odom
paints two stories high on her lat-
est work. Discover her art through
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VOICES section, pg 20
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With this issue, the Mountain
Monthly has new owners, the third
in its 37 years of publishing. Dar-
rell Pher, owner of the Mountain
Monthly since 2007, announced
he has sold the monthly newspa-

Local Partnership Acquires 37 Y ear-Old
Mountain Monthly Newspaper

per to a local company owned by
(from left to right) Chris Hearne,
Hannah Dean, and Justin Muiioz.
Read Pehr’s farewell column look-
ing back, and new editor Hannah
Dean’s vision for the future. Page 6.



Corey Herman hopes to make
Cloudcroft a destination for
youth hockey

After years of traveling to play
competitive hockey, the El Paso
Buzzards pro team recruited
Herman in the late 1990s.

A career-ending injury shifted
his path toward youth hockey
coaching and program deve-
lopment. By 2001, he had taken
over El Paso’s youth hockey pro-
gram, eventually relocating it to
a custom-built rink and creating
the El Paso Rhinos in 2005.

Under his leadership, the Rhi-
nos became a popular commu-
nity presence and the anchor
for a diverse set of programs,
including youth leagues, adult
hockey, and figure skating clubs.

on 4.034 acres
$545,000

Mountain Home in Pierce Canyon

Gary Mack

Real Estate

Herman says “Rhinos games
tend to sell out.”

Cloudcroft Ice Rink Refurb and
Goals

The collaboration between
Southwest Sports Solutions and
the Village of Cloudcroft hap-
pened in partnership with the
Parks and Recreation Adviso-
ry Board with help from Debi
Lee from the Council of Gover-
nments, according to Parks and
Rec. Chair Matt Willett.

On October 1, 2025, the Village
Council unanimously adopted
an ordinance granting a 20-year
lease of the James Sewell Ice
Rink to Southwest Sports Solu-
tions.

The long-term lease, Herman
says, is essential to justify the
scale of investment—specialized
ice plant and flooring, dasher
boards, acrylic glass, a Zambo-
ni, LED lighting, a scoreboard
and sound system, staff trai-
ning, and extensive program
equipment.

The new ice plant and flooring

w’éi
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Sun- By Appt. Only

Skip & Caryn Pridemore Br
Owners/Qualifying Brokers

ent Bradshaw
Associate Broker
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skip@tularosa.net brentb.gmackre@gmail.com

www.cloudcroftrealty.com
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Tina Kirk
Associate Broker
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will allow for longer skate sea-
sons in Cloudcroft.

The goal is to operate from Octo-
ber 1st through March 31st each
year.

Mayor Tim King announced
through Facebook that the agre-
ement has been sent to the New
Mexico Department of Finance
and Administration for appro-
val.

By fall 2026, Herman plans to
transform the existing rink into
a fully operational ice facility
with consistent, high-quality ice
throughout the six-month sea-
son.

Planned Programming and

Community Impact

According to Herman, the
Cloudcroft rink will offer:

« The opportunity for physi-
cal education courses and
school use;

« Public skating and birthday
parties;

« Learn-to-skate and learn-to-
-play youth hockey;

« Youth hockey tournaments;

« Competitive hockey leagu-
es and “house league” wee-
kends, possibly pairing El
Paso and Cloudcroft teams;

+ Adult hockey opportunities;

« Figure skating programs,
and more.

Herman emphasizes hiring and
training local staff, supported by
his experienced El Paso team,
ensuring employees know how
to maintain the ice and run pro-
grams.

Seasonal passes for locals, scho-
larship programs for children,
and beginner-friendly ice equi-
pment are part of his inclusivity

Mountain Monthly
Staff Box

Editor: Hannah Dean
Contributing Editor: Drew
Gaines

Contributor: Lyn Canham

Advertising: Liz Beasley

Community Voices: Hilary
Kitzman, Katie Grabowski,
Jocelyne Driscoll-Gillespie,San-
dra Barr, Greg Crinklaw, Crystal
Tompkins, Damon Marez, Lynn

goals.

“We really want to make it affor-
dable so that everybody can use
the ice rink,” Herman says.

“Our whole dream would be to
have a high school, junior varsi-
ty, and varsity hockey team out
of the Cloudcroft school,” Her-
man continues.

Tourism and Economic Bene-
fits

Herman sees the rink as both a
community hub and a tourism
draw. He plans to host youth
hockey tournaments to bring in
teams from across New Mexico,
Texas, and beyond—boosting
the village’s economy.

Herman hopes to collaborate
with other businesses, knitting
the rink into the town’s broader
visitor experience.

“We just want to grow all the di-
fferent programs. We also want
to bring youth hockey tourna-
ments to Cloudcroft. That‘s good
for the town, with the hotels, re-
staurants, and different stores.
Teams are really gonna want to
come to Cloudcroft because it‘s
a mountain town,” Herman says.

Connection to Cloudcroft

Herman and his family own a
mountain home and have visi-
ted Cloudcroft for years.

For him, this project blends his
expertise with his love of the
mountain community, creating
what he calls “a great quality-of-
-life program” for local children,
families, and guests.

Learn more about the James
Sewell Natural Ice Rink in our
interview with longtime lessee
and operator Donald Wiklund
onpg. 6
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1401 James Canyon Highway (82), Cloudcroft - 575-682-7778

Aspen Trails Realty

Located on Highway 82, east side of Cloudcroft just past the Dusty Boots Cafe

Your Connection to Local Real Estate Experts
Over 100 years of combined Mountain Real Estate Experience!

Experienced, Trusted and Ready to Work For You!
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Whether you are buying or selling, call one of our Mountain Real Estate Specialists today for all your
real estate needs, or just come on by for a cup of coffee and shoot the breeze! Our goal is for you to have
a pleasant real estate experience and to find your mountain dream property.

ASPENTRAILSREALTY.COM

. HORS D'OEUVRES MAINS
< Fruit & Cheese with assorted crackers Turkey
W&(ﬁfj %@2& W@é Shrimp Cocktail Prime Rib
ke O ; Smoked Salmon & Bagels Lamb

;X/cf @0{}% $70 @Wd ¢ Smoked Sausage and Bacon Roasted Salmon

w% Sausage Stuffed Mushrooms

N le‘st Fdnd 730 a3 SAUCES
Maé IFishman e DBREAKFAST = Wds
N Egg Station Mint Chimichurri
_ Pll’]Wh@@l ’ "l <2 Irench Toast Station Cranberry Relish
‘ A S e Egg Bite: Turkey G
Roscoc & The Bovzchounds™ ‘\ e =~
Ihnocent xile o SIDE DISHES Creamy Horseradish
B by Sund Mashed Potatoes
urning sunday _ ~ Mixed Vegetables DESSERTS
- Cauliflower Gratin Pecan Cobbler =
¥ >urning—unbay 00 E\\\ MKUSLOE Chef's Pasta Salad Pumpkin Cake
N ¢ \' 3 < Caesar Salad Apple Turnovers
Greek Salad Chocolate Fountain -
Sage Focaccia With Strawberries  *
House Cheese Rolls

P m\L o S65 for Adults
. O e - 30 for Kid



Reflections

The mountain view from the editor’s desk

and beyond.

18 Years of Publishing
the Mountain Monthly

By Darrell Pehr
former Mountain Monthly Owner/Editor

After 230 editions, almost 10,000 pages and
a lot of late nights (even some “all-night-
ers”), our Mountain Monthly project is
complete!

We bought the newspaper in 2006 from
Gary and Gloria Wood, founders and op-
erators of the newspaper for 18 years. We
published the paper for 19 years, and now
we’'ve passed it on to a
great group of people.
I hope the new owners
have fun with this won-
derful community ser-
vice for even longer.

[ say “community ser-

vice” because that is really what it has been
for Linda and I. Linda completed a more
than 32-year career as a math educator and
I worked all these years for universities and
now a trade journal as a science editor, but
the Mountain Monthly was a special project
we could work on together, hoping to make
a difference in a place we love.

Of course, we didn’t do it by ourselves. We've
had some amazing employees who handled
day-to-day duties (thanks, Liz and Rachel,
for all your great work). We welcomed the
creativity of writers, poets, photographers
and artists, each of whom lent their time

and talents to communicate, inform and
inspire others about our special place on
the mountaintop. We had steadfast support
from incredibly loyal advertisers, some of
whom never missed sharing their message
in all 230 editions!

We are grateful, relieved that the Mountain
Monthly’s future isin good hands, and eager
for the next exciting chapters to unfold in
our lives. The void left by the absence of the
Mountain Monthly is already being filled by
travel, more time with family and friends
and often-put-off hobbies, recreation and
creative activity, which for me will include,
literally, new chapters as I pursue overdue
challenges as a novelist.

Thanks, mountain friends: contributors,
advertisers, employees and most of all,
readers. AsI've said in many prior columns,
maybe we’ll see you on the trail.

...And The Road Ahead

By Hannah Dean
Editor and Partner, Mountain Monthly

This month marks a new beginning for
Mountain Monthly, and I couldn’t be more
grateful to step into
the role of Editor. For
nearly four decades,
this paper has woven
itself into the fabric of
Cloudcroft, reflecting
the voices and vision
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of our mountain community. Now, as your
neighbor, fellow parent, artist, and local
business owner, I'm excited to carry that
tradition forward.

Like many of you, my love for Cloudcroft
runs deep. My husband and I raise our
daughter in this forest’s wild beauty, trade
stories over mugs at our local coffee shops,
and cheer for our kids on game day.

Our best ideas happen over backyard bar-
beques or on winding trails—never in
isolation. The Monthly should be much
the same: engaged, open, and true to the
mountain life we all share.

Joining me are Justin and Chris, whose fam-
ilies and ventures stand shoulder-to-shoul-
der with yours in shaping the future of our
village. We bring our own histories, but
share one goal: to make these pages a vi-
brant reflection of your stories, businesses,
events, and traditions that draw us all to-
gether.

In this first issue, you'll notice something
new: our Local Guide, which invites you to
explore, connect, and celebrate our com-
munity. Whether you're a lifelong local, a
weekend wanderer, or a fresh arrival, we
want to be your guide.

You’'ll also notice some old favorites, like
the “Around Town” section, now called
Mountain Life.

I'm deeply grateful to be part of what comes
next. Here’s to telling our story, together.

At the
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Spotlight

Donald Wiklund and Cloudcroft Ice

Rink’s Final Natural Season

Cloudcroft’s James Sewell Ice Rink is seeing the end of an era: its
last season as a natural, outdoor rink is at hand, closing a unique

chapter in New Mexico’s winter traditions.

by Hannah Dean

Through a recent interview
with long-time lessee Donald
Wiklund, the rink’s history, cul-
ture, and the sweat behind ev-
ery skating day are coming into
focus for one last winter season
before the rink lease changes
hands.

The Rink’s Special Place in
Cloudcroft

The James Sewell Ice Rink has
long been a rare, nostalgic draw
for families across the South-
west.

Sitting at 8,650 feet in Cloud-
croft’s centrally-located Zenith
Park, it brings winter magic to
a region where snow can be un-
reliable. As Wiklund put it, “This
is the southernmost outdoor,
all-natural [ice rink] in the Unit-
ed States. There’s something to
be said about that.”

Twenty-Six Years of “Luck and
Logic”

For nearly three decades, the
Wiklund family kept the rink
alive.

At the recent public hearing

to adopt an ordinance for the
new ice rink lease in the Village
Chambers on October 1st, Don-
ald recalled, “I've been doing
this for 26 years... I just want a
fair chance at this.”

He described the hard-earned
wisdom behind tending natural
ice: “It’s a lot of luck and logic,
a lot of time too. You're always
checking for the soonest oppor-
tunity you can make ice... You
kinda gotta know winter condi-
tions and be up here a lot. Some-
times you get warm pockets that
just show up late at night, so the
ice won'’t set up like you think it
would.”

Laying natural ice, Donald ex-
plained, could mean working
from 8 p.m. until morning, espe-
cially as the weather got trickier
in recent years: “I found it really
neat in my experience of making
ice, the coldest time of the day
is like 7 to 8 a.m... But just a lot
of trial and error. Sometimes it
could chip up, sometimes it flake
up, sometimes it gets slushy.
Like, you name all the different
forms of ice—I've seen it. Even
like Sonic ice!”

Donald’s family was not alone.
Local employees and volunteers
pitched in, with memories of
late-night freezing and hurried
maintenance so families could
skate the next day.

“Man, the kids—the
kids are awesome. It
Just reminds me of
my time here. This

place is special.”

“My employees, that’s probably
the biggest cost... You just gotta
pay them well. Not very many
people want to be out in the
cold.”

Wiklund and his predecessors
passed the art of ice over time.
“Originally, what they would do—

Folks of all ages gather at Zenith Park for the ice rink, the southernmost natural rink in the US,
for one more season

when Mr. Bookie actually had
it—he’d get snow and compact
it with his tractor, then throw
water on it, and it would freeze
over. As things got warmer, even
the old tricks needed updating.”
In recent years, spraying water
in ultra-thin layers became the
norm, hoping the next freeze
would come early and stick.

The Rink’s Last Natural Ice

This year is bittersweet. “I want
to make it fun, family-friendly,”
Donald says.

“Man, the kids—the kids are
awesome. It just reminds me of
my time here. This place is spe-
cial.”

Despite recent warm winters—
the season sometimes shrank to
just a couple of weeks—Donald
is determined to give Cloudcroft
one memorable last natural-ice
run. He’s planning themed skate
nights, live music, and that be-
loved community spirit still
burning—including the annu-
al popular ski-burning bonfire
event, Ullr Fest.

“I just want to finish strong,”
Donald says.

Passing the Torch with Hope

The future will bring change:
the village council has adopted
an ordinance paving the way
for a new operator—Southwest
Sports Solutions out of El Paso,
owned and operated by Cloud-
croft-connected Cory Herman—
and refrigerated ice, with longer
seasons in sight.

Donald’s words capture both
nostalgia and hope: “I want to
leave Cloudcroft in a good place.
I've been doing this for a long
time. It depends on the weath-
er, and that’s something hard to
control.”

But even as he prepares to step
back, he is hopeful: “I'm just
glad that winter sports are here,
and I hope it continues to stay
that way.”
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Events

Each month, the Sacra-
mento Mountains come
alive with art, culture, and
community. Here are a few
highlights to help you ex-
perience the creativity and
connection that make life
in our mountain region so
special

Chamber of Com-
merce

Now through November 26th:
Thanksgiving Outreach Bas-
kets—drop off at the Chamber
of Commerce or Mayhill Bap-
tist Church. Fill a bag with list-
ed items and help a local fami-
ly enjoy a holiday meal.

Annual Christmas
Market

Local and regional vendors
spread holiday cheer at the
Cloudcroft High School from
10:00-5:00 November 28th
and 10:00-4:00 November
29th. Snag your stocking

stuffers and more.

Cloudcroft Schools

NO SCHOOL on November
4th, Election Day.. Thanks-
giving Luncheon, Thursday,
November 20th. Contact the
administration office for more
info. Thanksgiving Break: No-
vember 24th-28th. Board of
Education Meeting: Tuesday,
November 18th at 6:00 p.m.
in the District Boardroom, 10
Swallow Place.

Kira’s Angel Tree

Sign up by November 15th to
help deliver gifts to children
and seniors in Cloudcroft,
High Rolls, and surrounding
communities. In memory of
Kira Davis. Contact: kangel-
tree@icloud.com or call (575)
285-4205

Mountain Moms

Take a breather and gather at
the Mountain Moms program
at Summit Christian Fellow-
ship on Wednesdays from
9:00-11:00 a.m.
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Storytime with Paige

At the Michael Nivison Pub-
lic Library on Fridays from

10:30-11:30 a.m. continues
this month.

Cloudcroft Art Soci-
ety

Shop the CAS Gallery Holiday
Show—Saturdays now through
the end nof November, 10:00
a.m.—3:00 p.m. at the Old Red
Brick Schoolhouse.

Dark Skies

Meteor showers for November:
South Taurids 11/4-11/5 from
1:00-3:00 a.m. North Taurids
11/12-11/14 from 12:00-2:00

a.m. Leonids 11/16-11/17
4:00-5:00 a.m.

Keep Cloudcroft
Clean

Final event of 2025: Final 2025
event, TBA. Contact Alex at
alex@KeepCloudcroftClean.
org

Road Runner Food
Bank

rrfb.org fordatesand locations.
Mobile food bank: Sacramento

Tyler Jones of the Doso Dirtbags plays a solo set Nov. 22md
at The Distillery and Nov 26th at Noisy Water Winery in
Cloudcroft

Mountain Senior Center, High
Rolls. Alamogordo

Veterans Day Week-
end Sounds of Free-
dom

Groove and give thanks Satur-
day, November 8, 2025, 3:00-
7:00 pm at Alameda Park. Free
entry, kids’ games, beer gar-
den, car show, and live music.

Flickinger Theatre

Starting Friday, November
7th through November 15th:
Prince of Egypt, an “epic mu-
sical journey of courage and

faith” by the Children’s Music
Theater of Alamogordo

Luca Stricagnoli with special
guest singer-songwriter Meg
Pfeiffer: Thursday, November
20th.

Otero Artspace

Mata Ortiz Pots from Mexico
exhibition reception 5:00-7:00
p.m November 7th. November
11th: Veterans Day Dramatic
Readings, 5:00 p.m. Nomad
String Ensemble string quar-
tet performs November 14th
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 1118 In-
diana Ave., Alamogordo, NM.

Sacramento Mountains Historical Museum
& Pioneer Village

S.

14 historic buildings full of exhibits on 2 ¥ acres of beautiful wooded grounds

i
i
i

S

Visit online at: clouderoftmuseum#com
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Now Renting
10° x 20° Units

COX CANYON

STORAGE
575-430-7634

Big Daddy’s
Diner, LLC

DINE IN ® CARRY OUT

Open All Week 7am - 9pm

?—(ayjoy T ﬁanﬁsgiving

Gg‘;?,,if,j’g” =\ from everyone at Big CDacfcfy’s!
Authentic Prize Winning Homemade
Mexican Food  Rib Eye Steaks Soups,

Ice Cream Treats Pies, Cobblers &

Char-Broiled Milk Shakes Desserts
Pork Chops & Floats Made Daily

Mouth Watering

1705 James Canyon Hwy 82, Cloudcroft, NM 88317 e Additional £arking at Alta Vista Motel
e www.bigdaddysdinercloudcroft.com e

Call for Reservations - 575-682-1224 - Large Groups Welcome

Cloudcroft Therapeutic Massage
N oo /2 575-415-4756 \_ oo /°

www.CLOUDCROFT I HERAPEUTICMASSAGE.COM

-Headache Relief
-Low Back/Sciatic Pain

-Injury Recovery

Robin Faux, LMT, CMLDT
NM Lic #5600

' Jim Swaagman, LMT, NMT, MMP
NM Lic #5294

The Lodge

Wednesdays from 5:00-8:00,
enjoy Prime Rib nights. Thirsty
Thursday half-priced drinks at
Saint Andrew’s Lounge 12:00-
8:00 p.m. Thanksgiving at the
Lodge: Turkey, hors d'oeuvres,
desserts, and all the sides.
Reservations required. (575)
682-2566.

Rock Night at the Pavillion, Fri-
day November 14th 6:30-Mid-
night. Cash bar, nacho and Fri-
to pie buffet, $10. Four bands
and a $15 cover.

A cute flower girl prepares for a
Lodge weekend wedding

Cloucroft Brewing
Co. & The Distillery

Karaoke night every Monday
from 6:00-9:00 p.m. at the
brewery side.

The Western Bar

Enjoy $1.50 tacos—only served
on Tuesdays.

Sacramento Senior

Center
Got talent? Show it off on from
10:30-11:15 a.m. on the 2nd

and 4th Tuesdays of the
month.

VFW Post 11999

Veteran’s Day Spaghetti
Dinner on Saturday, No-
vember 8th, from 4:00-7:00
p.m. Closed November 27th
and 28th for Thanksgiving.

Timberon

Senior Social night
at the High Country
Lounge and Grill

Every Tuesday from 6:00-
9:00 p.m. withfood, drinks,
and “those classic songs
that you love.” Also on Tues-
days—$2.00 tacos all day.

Vote

Tuesday, November 4th
Cloudcroft High School

EE

25 Years Experience Gﬂl ‘vel
a7 g, NM License #31849
‘Hrk/\\\\‘“yv“ B
Hauling a t t e
Excavating | Since 1987

Dave Swope
840 Cox Canyon Hwy.
Cloudcroft, NM 88317
575-682-3224 ¢ 575-491-3526

Ldt Ciéaring

Public or Private

Excavation

terprides, LLC.

NM Lic#396213

Proudly serving the mountaintop for 38 years

Land Hunts &
Landowner Tag‘s
Specializing in New
Mexico Hunting
575-687-4006
Cabin Rental = Cold Storage - Guns
* Hunting Supplies * Notary -
Ranch Management & Caretaker

Steve & Lee-Ann Connor
Stecoutfitting@gmail.com
www.stcoutfitting.com

STC OUTEITTING

www.battegravel.com

batterocks@yahoo.com

Base Course * Clean Rock
Gravel Trucks ¢ Excavators ¢ Dozers
Driveways * Home Sites « Heavy Hauling

575.495.2186
575.682.2006




Range Report

Keep up on what’s going down on the mountain

Cloudcroft Voter Guide
November 2025

Election Day is Tuesday, Novem-
ber 4, with early voting now open at
the Otero County Clerk’s Office. This
year’s ballot reflects the heart of
Cloudcroft—neighbors stepping up to
serve their community.

Mayor
+ Timothy Edward King
+ Gerald “Dusty” Wiley

Village Trustees

« Gail K. McCoy

+ Keith Byron Hamilton

« Erwin (Danny) Hardwick

Municipal Judge
+ Mark Tatum

School Board
+ Lance Howard Wright

« Bruce W Odom
« Rebecca Michele Anthony

The General Obligation (GO) Bond is up for
election, too. Vote “yes” for school security
and technology improvements, and beyond.
It won’t raise your taxes.

Take a moment to thank those who stepped
forward—and then make your voice count at
the polls.

For interviews with the candidates and to
dive deeper, visit CloudcroftReader.com.

—

Cloudcroft Schools
Board of Education Meeting
Updates

Tuesday, October 21st, the School Board
held its regular meeting in the newly redone
District boardroom, complete with a scenic
mural by local artist Samantha Odom.

Here are a few takeaways from that meeting:

+ The “Bear Neccessities” closet, which
provides clothes for students in need, is ex-
periencing higher demand than in the past,
especially for basics like socks and under-
garments. Call the school to see how you can
help: 575-601-4416

« A grant-funded Wellness Room is now
available (and already popular). The room
features comfortable seating, fidget tools,
weighted blankets, journals, and more. The
school is forming a student-led wellness
council for advisement.

« School Nurse Dani McNatt secured a
grant for eyesight and hearing testing ser-
vices.

+ The STEM lab opened on October 28th,
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.

In her superintendent’s report, Jocelyne
Gillespie noted that around 30 students
left the district this year: 31% moved out of
state, 29% went to homeschool, 26% moved
within the state, with the remainder leaving
due to other factors. Taking Care of Village
Business

Watch: King and Wiley October 14th Debate available to stream at CloudcroftReader.com
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In case you missed it—here are 5 takeaways
from the October 21st Village of Cloudcroft
Council Meeting.

Mayor Tim King and grants writer Lau-
ren Groesbeck announced grant updates.
Cloudcroft was recently awarded $2.1 mil-
lion through a Community Development
Block Grant for the Mountaintop Project—
replacing outdated water and sewer lines
in the Mountaintop area, which Trustee
Jim Maynard said has “leaded pipelines”—a
needed update.

Water/Wastewater Department Supervisor
JJ Carrizal reported that 33 more cellu-
lar-read water meters were installed, with
more to come. Nine iHydrants have been
placed around town to help pinpoint leaks
by detecting pressure and temperature
changes, which the department can view
from their phones.

Trustees unanimously voted to approve an
extension of the Local Government Road
Fund through July 30, 2026. Carrizal will
have until then to spend the LGRF’s $59k on
road repairs. The village will match around
$14k and can now allocate the funds raised
through the water bill collections, which to-
tal around $90k a year.

Upon the Lodger’s Tax Advisory Board’s
recommendation, the council approved a
$55,000 cut of Lodger’s Tax Funds to Sunny
505 Advertising for the village. LTAB mem-
bers Julie Bragg, Lauren Groesbeck, and
Bri Jonnes envisioned the advertising cam-
paign for the village to focus on all four sea-
sons of the year.

Julie Bragg was nominated and appointed
as the new LTAB Chair. A Cloudcroft alumna
and former nurse, Bragg now manages the
Grand Cloudcroft Hotel.

Several village advisory boards need volun-
teers: the Planning and Zoning Commission
has two open seats; the Library Advisory
Board has three vacancies; the Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board has one open
spot; and the Lodger’s Tax Advisory Board
has one opening. Apply online through the
Village GIS dashboard.

Cloudcroft Attorney Zach
Cook Joins State Public De-
fender Commission

Cloudcroft Village Attorney Zach Cook has
been appointed to the New Mexico Public
Defender Commission, which oversees the
state’s Law Offices of the Public Defender
and selects its chief public defender.

Cook serves as Cloudcroft’s village attorney
since December 2024, succeeding longtime
attorney Jeff Rhodes, who retired after more
than five decades of service.

Cook practices law in Ruidoso and brings
more than two decades of experience to the
statewide post. A Clovis native and Univer-
sity of New Mexico School of Law graduate,
he served in the New Mexico House of Rep-
resentatives from 2009 to 2022, chairing
the House Judiciary Committee and sitting
on multiple key committees. His private
practice focuses on local government law
and civil litigation.



Cook said he hopes to strengthen legal de-
fense resources across rural New Mexico.
“It’s important that public defenders, partic-
ularly in rural areas, have the support they
need,” he said.

He was sworn in alongside Albuquerque ad-
vocate Yvonne Gallegos-Schobel during the
commission’s October 10 meeting.

Cloudcroft Fire Prevention
Day Draws Crowds to Zenith
Park

The Cloudcroft Volunteer Fire Department
hosted its annual Fire Prevention Day on
September 27th at Zenith Park, joined by
Sparky’s Boot Fund and an impressive line-
up of regional agencies.

The event featured the unveiling of the new
Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) and welcomed the state CERT repre-
sentative from the Department of Homeland
Security and Emergency Management.

Visitors met representatives from NM State
Police, Otero County Sheriff’s Office, Tularo-
sa Basin Dispatch, Otero County Emergency
Services, NM Forest Service, and of course,
Smokey Bear himself. Holloman Air Force
Base firefighters brought a hands-on train-
ing trailer shaped like a home, where fam-
ilies learned how to get low and go when
smoke fills a room.

FEMA and the American Red Cross offered
guidance on assembling emergency “go-
bags” for quick evacuations. Attendees also

gathered foralive vehicle extrication demon-
stration led by Alamogordo Fire Department
Lieutenant John Stroop, with Cloudcroft and
Mayhill firefighters skillfully using rescue
tools to simulate patient removal and ambu-
lance transfer.

Forabit of fun, Cloudcroft’s two ladder trucks
were set up in the park so visitors could try
operating the aerial ladders and stack cones.

As the season changes, residents are re-
minded to replace smoke detector batteries
when clocks are set back on November 2nd.

To learn more about the Cloudcroft Volun-
teer Fire Department, email info@cloud-
croftfd.com.

—By Katie Grabowski

USAT——
Insurance

Independent Insurance Agents

Photo by Sandy Kirschenman

NM Museum of Space History
Names New Executive Direc-
tor

The New Mexico Department of Cultural Af-
fairs and the New Mexico Museum of Space
History Commission today announced the
appointment of Karen Kincaid Brady as ex-
ecutive director of the museum, effective
October 27, 2025.

“We are thrilled to welcome Karen to the New
Mexico Museum of Space History,” said Deb-
ra Garcia y Griego, cabinet secretary for the
New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs.

575-437-6910

3310 N White Sands Blvd.
Alamogordo, NM 88310
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igh Valley Weaving School
Weaving and Spinning Classes
Workshops in All Fiber Arts

Sales of

Yarn & Fiber * Handwoven Garments
Rag Rugs & Hand Towels
Lower Floor of Cloudcroft Library

Main Store
107 Hwy 70

575-378-4400

Ruidoso, NM 88345

www.ruidosoford.com
“Buy from us and get FREE Lifetime Maintenance”

Import and Domestic Center
Located at the “Y”

Ruidoso, NM

575-378-1100

Thursday - Friday - Saturday

10 am to 4 pm

Joan Nussbaum / Instructor

575-921-1020
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Local Guide

Discover Cloudcroft and the Lincoln National Forest

BT &)

Each month, the Mountain Monthly high-
lights the local businesses and community
spots that define Cloudcroft’s character. In
this edition of the Monthly’s Local Guide,
we feature the shops, eateries, and desti-
nations that keep both residents and visi-
tors coming back — showcasing the people
and stories behind our village’s small-town
charm.

Discover the best of Cloudcroft with— a
handpicked selection of favorite places to
shop, eat, and play in the mountains.

Art Walk

Take in local mural expert Samantha
Odom’s freshest work on the west side of
Dave’s Pine Stump Mall, honoring former
Mayor Dave Venable himself.

Stroll to the Turquoise Shop and Cloud-
croft Sandwich Shop on Burro Avenue
and peep her other works featuring cowgirl
(NAME) and a welcome to the village.

Our monthly selection of local businesses,
lodging, restaurants, and more.

Good Eats

High Rollin’ Coffee: Don’t miss the week-
ly menu at this light-filled and airy eatery,
located at the Village Plaza along James
Canyon Highway. Owner Beth Offolter uses
fresh seasonal and organic ingredients in
her offerings. Limited menu, unlimited and
unique flavors.

Saint Andrew’s Lounge and 1899 at the
Lodge: Enjoy traditional bar food plus a few
high-end offerings by Chef Richard Lepree
at Saint Andrew’s Lounge. Make reserva-
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tions for 1899 to experience seasonal, up-
scale offerings.

Check out either adjoining restaurant on
Thursdays for half-price all adult beverag-
es—wells and beyond.

Big Daddy’s Diner: Go for the fried chicken
or steak fingers with gravy to warm up on a
cool Cloudcroft evening.

KennaBelle’s Bakery: Treat yourself to a
buttery croissant or level up to a green chile
bacon roll. Follow the scent of fresh bakes
on Burro to find your way to the petite pink
patisserie.

Black Bear Coffee Shop: The local hang-
out spot, enjoy artful brews and rotating
monthly gallery exhibitions.

Stay Awhile

Osha Trail Lodging: Family-friendly units
complete with kitchens and living rooms
located downtown next to Burro Avenue.

Grand Cloudcroft Hotel: New digs next
door to Zenith Park with king-sized beds
and an indoor pool and spa. Pets welcome.

Cloudcroft Hostel: Budget-friendly beds
next to the National Forest in High Rolls.

For more lodging options, and videos, check
out the Cloudcroft Reader Lodging series
online at: https:/www.cloudcroftreader.
com/p/cloudcroft-readers-lodging-guide

Shop Local Spots

Burro Street Trading Post: Grab your fa-
vorite gems and geodes. For the fine art
collector, hand-carved Kokopelli by Jerold
“Jerry” Guy line the counter, each a stand-
out sculpture.

Mountain Magic: Best baby boutique
and stuffed toys in town. Lotions, purses,

t-shirts, and gifts for all ages line the cozy
shop.

Roots Flower Co.: Treat a loved one (or
yourself) to fresh blooms. Owner Shanna
Waitt’s expert eye combines high-end looks
at affordable prices.

High Altitude: Outdoor goods, whimsical
gifts, and a wide range of clothing for all
ages. Surprised by Cloudcroft’s weather?
Grab a jacket, proper shoes, and toasty
socks here.

Osha Trail Depot: Local artists and artisan
wares, classic New Mexican goods. Just be-
hind Burro Ave.

Relax and Refresh

Instant Karma: Bend in a yoga class and/
or sip a healing tea at the Chai Bar count-
er while perusing Prana and other yo-
gi-friendly brands.

Cloudcroft Therapeutic Massage: Relax
and repair in this soothing space located
in the Otero County Electric Cooperative
building business suites.

Bhair Neccessities: Trims and ‘dos for all
ages. Plus: luxury hair care products.

Four-Season Playground

Pickleball: six new outdoor courts located
east side of Zenith Park.

Disc Golf: Check out the beginner-friend-
ly Byron Ligon Disc Golf Course in Zenith
Park.

Scenic Drive: Take in scenic basin views
and changing aspen groves along the Sun-
spot Highway.

Hike: Osha Trail features trees galore, and
trailheads are easily accessible from the
village.



VANCED

| SEPTIC PROS |

a Quest 4 company

NM License 395188

CLOUDCROFT - TIMBERON - ALAMOGORDO

575-682-5874

Free Estimates
SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

Conventional Septic System Installation
Advanced Treatment Septic System Installation
Real Estate Septic Transfer Evaluation
Septic Tank and Field Replacements

Water Line Trenching & Installation

THE BHAIR nezessifies
SADON  DEN 'CURIO.SITES

e ~s MICHAEL ~ STYLIS T~
@ HELPING YOU LOVE YOUR HAIR EVEN MORE!

" i 202 Burro AveNUE, CLoupcrorT, NEw MExico 88317

(Next To KINGs TREASURE)

575.518.9011

AN ECLECTIC MARKETPLACE

USED BOOKS, ART, UP-CYCLED FURNITURE,
LAMPS, ANTIOQUES, VINTAGE ITEMS,
COLLECTIBLES, BLANKETS, KNIVES, OUTDOOR
GEAR, HATS, SHIRTS, BIGFOOT ITEMS,
SOUVENIRS AND MUCH MORE...

“AN ECLECTIC MARKETPIACE...
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE”

510 BURRO AVE, CLOUDCROFT, NM 88317
575-682-1341 - PTBEAR510@YAHOO.COM

DOWNTOWN CLOUDCROFT AT THE EAST END OF
THE BOARDWALK
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CLOUDCROFT BREWING COMPANY

515268122 BIE EIR
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HANDICAPPED
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R&L SERVICES

Welding+-Home Maintenance-Tractor/Brush Hog
Minor Mechanic/Trailer Repair-Junk Removal

Ralph Shoemaker-575-491-8301
9 Saxon Ln, Mayhill, NM 88339

RafterR3@gmail.com

BROTHER-N-LAW

Family - Community - Great BBO!
Hours:

Mon-Tues-Wed 209 James
= Canyon Hw
Thurs - Closed Y y
Fri-Sat-Sun (Hwy 82]
IHam-6pm in Clouderoft

flimpesimay vary due to maintenance (Google in ad\elnee)

Listings

Whether you're looking for a
cozy cabin, a good meal, or ideas
for a scenic day trip, this list is
here to help you make the most
of your visit — local restaurants,
lodging, shops, and services —
everything you need to explore,
relax, and enjoy your time in our
beautiful mountain community.

Eat/Drink

Big Daddy’s Diner (1705 James
Canyon Hwy)

Black Bear Coffee (200 Burro
Ave.)

Tltle Company

Providing the following services to all of Otero County

e Abstract
e Title
e Insurance

e Title Search
e UCC Search

» Closing Services

“YOU CAN REST ASSURE WE WILL PROVIDE
YOU WITH PROFESSIONAL SERYVIC

e Fast, Accurate, Honest & Reliable

e First American Title Insurance
Company

* Old Republic National Title
Insurance Company

e Commonwealth Land Title Insurance Company

2420 N. White Sands Blvd. Alamogordo, NM 88310
(5675) 434-6770 | www.casatierratitle.com

Brother-N-Law BBQ (209 James
Canyon Hwy)

Burro Street Bakery
(505 Burro Ave.)

Cloud 9000 Coffee (96 James
Canyon Hwy)

Cloudcroft Brewing Company
(1301 Burro Ave.)

Cloudcroft Sandwich Shop (505
Burro Ave.)

Dave’s Cafe (300 Burro Ave.)

Dusty Boots Cafe (1317 James
Canyon Hwy)

Eight the Cake Bakery (506
Burro Ave.)

Family Dollar (309 James Can-
yon Hwy)

Fernando’s Burritos (96 James
Canyon Hwy)

High Rollin’ Coffee (109 James
Canyon Hwy)

Higher Grounds (300 Burro
Ave.)

KennaBelle’s Kreations Bakery
(308 Burro Ave.)

Mad Jack’s Mountaintop Barbe-
que (105 James Canyon Hwy)

Noisy Water Winery (505 Burro
Ave.)

0Old Barrel Tea Co. (505 Burro
Ave.)

Saint Andrew’s Bar and 1899 at
the Lodge (601 Corona PL.)

The Distillery (1303 Burro Ave.)

Western Bar and Cafe and Pack-
age Store (304 Burro Ave.)

Lodging
Burro St. Boarding House (608
Burro Ave.)

Cabins at Cloudcroft (1006 Coy-
ote Ave.)

Crofting Inn (300 Swallow Pl.)

Dusty Boots Motel (1315 James
Canyon Hwy)

Grand Cloudcroft Hotel (1207
James Canyon Hwy)

Osha Trail Lodging (102 Mexi-
can Ave.)



SugarPines RV Park (601 Colum-
bine Blvd.)

Summit Inn (103 Chipmunk Ave.)

The Lodge (601 Corona P1.)
Shopping

Aspen and Ivy Boutique (206 Burro
Ave.)

Base Camp 9K (302 Burro Ave.)

Burro Street Trading Post (505
Burro Ave.)

Cloudcroft Archery (100 Little Glo-
rieta Ave.)

Cloudcroft Souvenirs (502 Burro
Ave.)

Cloudcroft Truck & Auto Parts (94
James Canyon Hwy)

Coco Blu (94 Little Glorieta Ave.)
The Elk Shed (505 Burro Ave.)
The Fat Rabbit (206 Burro Ave.)

The Highland (206 James Canyon
Hwy)

High Altitude (310 Burro Ave.)
Homee (109 James Canyon Hwy)
Instant Karma (302 Burro Ave.)
King’s Treasure (202 Burro Ave.)

Magnum’s Guns II (207 James Can-
yon Hwy)

Mountain Magic (506 Burro Ave.)

New Village Hardware (61 Curlew
PL)

Poke The Bear (510 Burro Ave.)
Red Wall Jewelry (505 Burro Ave.)
Roots Flower Co. (62 Curlew Pl.)

Seasons Boutique Gift Shop (601
Corona Pl.)

Tree-Riffic Toys and Candy (505
Burro Ave.)

Tree Top Teez (505 Burro Ave.)

Turquoise Shop (507 Burro Ave.)
Art

Aspen and Ivy Boutique (206 Burro
Ave.)

Burro Street Trading Post (505
Burro Ave.)

Cloudcroft Art Society Co-op Gal-
lery (90 Swallow PL.)

Off the Beaten Path (100 Glorietta
Ave.)

Osha Trail Depot (102 Mexican)

2180 Rio Penasco Rp ~ MavHiLL, NM

OPEN ALL YEAR ~ EVERY DAY!

Beautiful RV 8 Tent Sites Available OR Go Glamping!
Cabins, Trailers 8 Tents are heve 8 veady for your rvelaxing visit!

("gndsgiv,'"g Skiers’ & Hunters’ Specials!
Saturday Call us!
November g En —%
at Noon Visit our website and

sign up for our email

newsletter! You’ll get

» details on upcoming

N j events at Camp Rio and

S X in the area, and on our

Thanksgivingl 5765-687-3715 specials! The photos are
Every Day pretty good too!

r -
We Are M’www.thecampatcloudcroft.com

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Personalized service
is kind of our thing.

Personalized service means having a
financial advisor who understands you
and whatyou’re trying to achieve, and
helps to create a unique strategy based
on your needs and circumstances.

An Edward Jones financial advisor is
waiting for you. Get started today.

Candace Muncy
Financial Advisor
1200 New York Avenue
Alamogordo, NM 88310
575-434-5850

MKD-8652E-A AECSPAD 26470771

NOW OPEN
Monday, Wednesday,
Friday 9-6
Tuesday & Thursday
9-3
Saturdays by

Theralight Red Light Bed
Halo Salt Sauna
Normatec Compression Boots

I'V Vitamin and Injection Therapy
Wrinkle Reduction Injections (Botox)

appointment

Health Consultations
Insulin Consultations
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TR e ' 2 BI g 3 bedroom,
3491 US-82, Mayhill: Mayhi 801 Papther: F.Iexible_pro_perty centrally 3 bla?t?ltga?:ir:)cuas\ll\g::é ?n t?\ ersﬁ{:’ge -
& Hotel. Prime property centrally located in the Village, live in half, rent the 3 car garage and a built in safe FGOMT. 163 Karr Canyon Rd: Stunning 126-acre
located on US Hwy 82. The Cafe other half or short-term rental. Or, a large Eor more information. call Debbie property backing the Lincoln National
features a large dining area. Upstairs space for a large family. Completely updated Loper - 575.430.7044 Forest in High Rolls. This land features a
the Hotel has 3 rooms with private ~ with new floors, new paint, new bathrooms, o diverse landscape that includes rolling
baths and a 2 bed apartment, a great  and more. + Buyer concessions. For more hills, open meadows, and lush greenery,
option for families. Also included are information, call Blake Bingham - making it ideal for outdoor enthusiasts
2 separate short term rental 830.496.1836 Realtor/Owner 2 : 7 and nature lovers. Substantial water
properties. For more information, , BN X ¢ rights, boasting over 20 acre-feet of
call Debbie Loper - 575.430.7044 | : 5 ; : > rights per year. The apple barn has been
ol T = N 1 - - . / converted into an entertainment area
D " 0) \ o ] < 1 . ’ > 2 where you can have gatherings and fun
5 S 2 e <, for alll Whether you envision building a
R dream home, creating a retreat, or
e - &Y investing, this unique piece of land is a
= 9 Serenity St: 4 bedroom, 2 bath on must see. For more info, call Debbie
: R 2 acres. This is a stargazers paradise in the Loper - 575.430.7044
NM Skies Astronomy Enclave and backs
1084 Woodlands Way: One-year-new Lincoln National Forest. For more info, call
z luxury home in Cloudcroft. Custom-built Debb
el T = retreat offers open living spaces, soaring
13 Carrie Camp Rd: 3 bedroom, ceilings, designer finishes, and walls of
2 bathroom Log Home on 4.5 acres  windows. Chef's kitchen, primary suite with
in Pierce Canyon. Surrounded by a spa-inspired bath. Additional bedrooms
lovely aspen trees and soaring and flexible spaces. Oversized deck. Enjoy
pines. For more information, call modern efficiency and thoughtful design
Debbie Loper - 575.430.7044 without the wait of new construction. For
. T— more information, call Cori Abel -

816.896.2674 = =__9% QU \4

PR TR

29 Mystery Path: 1-Bedroom/1 bath .00 Sixteen Springs Canyon Rd:
Cabin with rustic appeal and bonus FIVe. acres W!th no restrlctIOI:IS. For more
bunkhouse in Twin Forks! Fenced front information, call Blake Bingham -
yard and covered deck. Wood stove. 830.496.1836
Unique soaking tub room offers a 5
,& b spa-like retreat, complete with a loft bed.
. SN A L For more information, call Rebekah
7 N[?vajo: 3hBedro|om, 1a75 b?\th cabin Graham - 575.921.5517
with rustic charm located in the James ——
| Manufactured Home on over ™ Canyon) T Fors Area o mors --
Timberon area of the Sacramento intorma 3?5_230_7%4;‘2 apers
Mountains. For more information, call — — —
Debbie Loper - 575.430.7044

£

2979 US Hwy 82, Mayhill: 3 level,
log-sided home with 3 bedrooms and
2.5 baths. Situated on over
6 acres backing the Lincoln National

: : — . Forest. For more information, call
59 Mountain IIEst?jtes Rd. High Rolls: 3 bgg,sosofnafz’ab';‘ﬁ,':f,%,',’,’;nT;&"e':ﬁ',‘;'t';eat Debbie Loper - 575.430.7044
Qrd sicsflndofeing e perfet nestedon 20 unestrcied aree T g
T e o mrerrs  SCeet yaarsound andwll i iace ke Rope s Terseiendy and ncludes
. dpue: oo Maiy Upeatesto this the perfect spot to build your d.F £ 6 fOIRALe I
list them all: New flooring, tankless : : SCIChE Pang. FOr oS INFOTIMANEN; £4
& mountain home. Call Annie Daniels for Debbie Loper - 575.430
water P;:eater, exgafnded geck anl‘lj more information - 575.442.3444 - - o
more. For more information, ca . -
Blake Bingham - 830.496.1836 : , Al

35 Cottage Row, High Rolls: Unique
investment property offers not one but
two beautifully crafted tiny homes,
perfect for short-term rentals, vacation
retreats, or long-term income potential.

606 Fih St: 5 bedroom, 2 bath home inthe A blend of modern comfort and rustic

11 Mapl heart of the village. Open concept kitchen, charm. Currently both homes have lon
living, dining rooms and a large loft room.  term leases. For more information, cal

Features ground level entry to the main Rebekah Graham - 575.921.5517

2 7 R A N
9 Elk Meadows: 5.15 acres. Very L /
level with paved roads, underground  log-sided home featuring 4 bedrooms,

utilities and excellent shared wells 2 bathrooms, 2 large living areas, plus a
with water at the lot line. For more  drive through garage. On 1.3 acres and floor of the home plus a workshop and g o

information, call Debbie Loper - backs the Lincoln National Forest. For detached 1 car garage. For more info, call
575.430.704 more information, call Megan Corvin - 575.551.1999
Debbie Loper - 575.430.7044 come R

BANEALTY ‘ﬁ

23 Mountain Park Rd, High Rolls:
A 2 Serene mountain living in a beautifully
after Aspen Meadows Community. e BASRREEea. " tucked away retreat. Step inside to a
2 bed, 2 % bath log-sided home sits on 63 Sullivan CanlI n: 2 bedroom, ‘I')G ':‘Onde’gsa P'"":ShTf'i 4 bedf“g" 3 welcoming, airy living space
over 4 acres and includes a detached 2 bathroom Log Home on 5 acres 3 bathroom home with a large attache with vaulted ceilings that brighten the
. . makes the perfect mountain retreat. carport and exterior sauna. Call Debbie h F inf A Il Debbi
garage. For more information, call 5 "5 re information call Annie Daniels Loper for more information - ome. orch\)‘ir:): '2705"21;5' (7’32;23 ebbie

Annie Daniels - 575.442.3444 -575.442.3444 575.430.7044

| 2 E RAISE YOUR EXPECTATIONS.
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29 Tradmg Post Rd Cozy Mountam B i 94 Youn
. g Canyon Qulntessentlal
R?\g:t?;éno(r:\lgﬁfeg?:;tirx :’l‘"ie:t 1:;;:,:"&33 ';g?f':: z:;c;rgg TI‘JS% 33;':’ 53 Alta Vista Lp, High Rolls: (r:nountal_? hretrzeiaot gn over 22 iu/czret;s |tnhYl:>ung
desirable subdivision. This charming 2.3 acres featuring tongue and groove 2000 sq ft loft style, studio home with an\ﬁ)n o r|°é"]]'A Da Iorfne
panoramic views of Karr Canyon. High  is calling your name! Call Annie Daniels for

cabin offers the perfect getaway for  ceiling, rustic wood beams and floor to

every season. Call Annie Daniels for ceiling stone fireplace. Wraparound porch. : - 2
mo¥e |nformat|on 575.442.344a Shop w/electric over 2400 sq. ft. Owner solar  t the grid, plus EV charging station.

Call Annie Daniels for more info -
panels hooked into Co-op electric. Call Annie
Daniels for more information - 575.442.3444 575.442.3444 (MLS#170208)

quality finishes. Solar system hooked mote information - 575.442. 3444

FEATURED
36 Old Railroad, ngh Rolls

o
L
D

1313 Blanca Vista: Cozy mountam
cabin with two-car carport, 2 spacious
bedrooms share a large bathroom
with walk-in shower. Large deck to
enjoy the outdoors! Call Annie Daniels
for more information - 575.442.3444

54 Wimsatt Lp: Stunning Mountain
Retreat with Established Income
Potential! This 5 bed 3 bath home is
situated on .89 acres just 7 miles
from the Village of Cloudcroft. For
more information, call Tabitha Foster
-325.450.6309

$199 500

mountain home offers modern updates, including a remodeled 1846 Rio Penasco. 7: 5 acres of undeveloped
kitchen and baths, new windows and doors, and efficient land! With mountain views and the Rio

Welcome to our dream hofne! This pristine 3-bedroom, 2-bath

Penasco running through you can have a

mini-split A/C units in every room. All appliances, including serefie and pescetal propany, owsver you

T washer and dryer, are included. The incredible landscaped 1 : A
2.5 bathrooms on 2 acres. Includes an grounds feature timed irrigation, lush grass, fruit trees, and a Choose,\t,'%ggﬁ 'é;,fﬁ:,’f‘g;g_‘;‘;‘fﬂ,;?“' ol
oversized garage with heat and electric. greenhouse. Every outbuilding has water and power, including a

For more information, call

Bebhia Loper 575.430.7044 spacious workshop with loft storage, water heater, wood stove,

and commercial-grade setup for processing game meat. An
additional barn provides versatility. This move-in-ready
retreat is designed for comfort and functionality.
Experience peaceful mountain life today!
For more information, call Cori Abel at 816.896.2674
and Emily Kellam at 575.214.9479

1102 Paqua Ave This beautlfully updated

3-bedroom, 2-bath home offers sleek modern
finishes in a peaceful village setting. Call

Debbie Loper for more info - 575.430.7044

102 Mexican Ave: Osha
Trail Lodging. Unique
multi-family investment
opportunity. Includes
6 nightly rental units, a retail
space, 6 storage units, and a P AII,WVY
large finished and heated 94 Pawhuska Dr: Brl ht weIcomlng
garage. For more info, call retreat in the quaint wlFage of Timberon.
Megan Corvin - 575.551.1999 ':'hls home would be perfect for fuII-tlmtle
3 12 Oak Ridge Loop: Well kept  'Ving, vacation getaway, or a seasona
mobile home on two lots in residence. Two bedroom, 1 bath home

features a comfortable floor plan. For

Cloud Country West RV. One more information, call Debbie Loper -
bedroom and one bathroom. 575.430.7044

Escape the heat and run to the
mountain for cool summers
amidst the tall pines. For more
info, call Blake Bingham -
830.496.1836

502 Phelps: 2 Bed, 2 Bath in
the Village of Cloudcroft. So
many updates! Solar panels, Sa———aas e il

oak floors and much more. For 000 Canyon Trail: Grab your own little
more info’ call Blake Bingham p|ECe of the mountain. 1.022 acres in
-830.496.1836 coveted Cloud Country West. For more
T info, call Blake Bingham - 830.496.1836

8 Blue Grass: Serene mountain retreat. Three
bedroom, 2-bath home blends rustic charm with
modern comfort, offering generous living spaces,

breathtaking views, privacy, and easy access to hiking,
outdoor recreation, and local amenities. For more

information, call Debbie Loper - 575.430.7044

1301 Chautauqua
Canyon Rd: 3 bed,
4 13/4 bath home in
3| Cloudcroft. Open

= concept with lovely
v hardwood floors.
| For more info,

" | call Debbie Loper -
- §575.430.7044

23 Hollywood Blvd:
2 Bedroom, 1 bath
== A-frame with rustic
= charm. A wood-
burning fireplace is
the focal point of this
open concept cabin.
fl Contact Debbie Loper
5 for more information -
575.430.7044

RAISE YOUR EXPECTATIONS.
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The Crofting Bed and Breakfast

A great place to live and work, or to spend your

holiday! Enjoy the upcoming holidays in this unique

e e O

U

T

o g\ (o

Are you looking for a place to live and work? Do you
want to own a piece of history? Located in the
beautiful Sacramento Mountains in the village of
Cloudcroft and surrounded by the Lincoln National
Forest, this historic home has been a successful bed
and breakfast business for over 25 years.

Located just a few blocks from Burro Street with all
its shopping and eating places, the house includes
7 one-bed bedrooms with en-suite baths. Some have
King beds and some have Queen beds. The 2-bedroom
suite includes one bedroom with Queen bed and the
second bedroom with two twin beds and an en-suite
bath. Downstairs just off the kitchen is a studio
apartment area for live-in staff. The kitchen is well
equipped to provide meals for the guests. The living/
dining area, with its woodstove insert, provides that
extra chill fighter during the cooler months, and gives
a nice gathering place for the communal dining or just
a place for folks to relax. The outdoors can be enjoyed
by guests sitting on the group open deck or on the
covered porch or just relaxing on the open balcony for
each room. The village of Cloudcroft is surrounded by
the beautiful Sacramento Mountains where there are
many fun things to do. Hike one of the many trails
surrounding the village or explore the many unique
shops and restaurants. There are trails for both hiking
and biking, spectacular sites and animals to see.
Skiing is available at the Cloudcroft Ski Area just a few
short miles away. With White Sands, Alamogordo, and
Ruidoso a short drive away, this will be a super
vacation place for all. $695,000

Owner financing may be available for a qualified
buyer.

Homes ~ Land
Property Management

( . ) Marsha Slane
Loll WMo Vi '8 AT SR CLOUDCROFT PROPERTIES
30_,1452, =y | Lic #18566 i 575-682-4555
5'75’4' W= Vo 575-430-1952 i REAL ESTATE %g

Listings ¢ Sales ¢ Rentals

marsha@cloudcroftproperties.com www.cloudcroftproperties.com
Owner/Qualifying Broker ~ Stacie Hobhson Lic #20853




Samantha Odom Art Gallery
(300 Burro Ave.)

The Little Gallery (206 Burro
Ave.)

Healing

Be in the Mountains Yoga &
Massage Therapy (109 James
Canyon Hwy)

Cloudcroft Animal Hospital
(1403 James Canyon Hwy)

Cloudcroft Therapeutic Mas-
sage (404 Burro Ave.)

Laughing Leaf Dispensary (504
Burro Ave.)

Presbyterian Medical Center (76
James Canyon Hwy)

Southwest Naturals CBD (506
Burro Ave.)

Trestle Medical Services (1200
James Canyon Hwy)

Services

Atilier Art of Hair by Anna (505
Burro Ave.)

Bhair Neccessities (202 Burro
Ave.)

Cloudcroft Fitness (cloudcroft-
cycling.punchpass.com)

Cloudcroft Village Office (201
Burro Ave.)

Cloudsoft Laundry To Go (520-
330-2613)

Crystal Tompkins Photography
(crystaltompkinsphotography.
com)

Green d Mountain Construction
(500 Burro Ave.)

Pre-School and Extended Care
(50 Chipmunk)

Rick Roger’s Auto & Equipment
Repair (72 James Canyon Hwy)

Sacramento Mountain Senior
Services (212 Glorietta Ave.)

U.S. Post Office (20 Curlew Pl.)

1CAT Trap & Release Program
(100 Glorietta Ave.)

1st National Bank (301 Burro
Ave.)

Play

Elevation Park (230 Mescalero
Ave.)

James Sewell Ice Rink (751
James Canyon Hwy)

Pickleball Addicts of Cloudcroft
(pickleballaddictsofcloudcroft.
com)

Ski Cloudcroft (1920 1/2 Hwy
82)

Deer Park Playground (30 Swal-
low P1.)

The Lodge Golf Course (703 Co-
rona Ave.)

Zenith Park (1001 James Can-
yon Hwy)

Visit Cloudcroft

Sacramento Mountains Histori-
cal Museum and Pioneer Village
(1000 Hwy 82)

Sacramento Ranger District For-
est Service Ranger Station (4
Lost Lodge Rd.)

The Cloudcroft Chamber of
Commerce (1001 James Canyon
Hwy)

Michael Nivison Public Library
(90 Swallow PlL.)

Cosmic Adventures (cosmicad-
venturesnm.com)

Cloudcroft Fitness (90 Swallow
Pl.)

Sacramento Ranger District
Forest Service Ranger Station (4
Lost Lodge Rd.)

The Cloudcroft Chamber of
Commerce (1001 James Canyon
Hwy)

Michael Nivison Public Library
(90 Swallow PlL.)

Fill Up/EV Charge

Allsups (10 Curlew PI)

High Rolls General Store (845
U.S. 82)

Mayhill Country Store (3497
U.S. 82)

Otero County Electric Co-op
(404 Burro Ave.)

Church Directory

Anglican Church of the Epipha-
ny (400 Chipmunk Ave.)

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter

Day Saints (198 Heather Way,
Waterfall Estates Subdivision)

Cloudcroft Church of Christ (40
Swallow PL.)

Cloudcroft United Methodist
Church (50 Chipmunk Ave.)

Mountain Bible Fellowship (33
Haynes Canyon, High Rolls/
Mountain Park)

Mountain of the Lord Faith Fel-
lowship (6 Sawmill Trail)

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
(205 James Canyon Hwy)
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Mountain Life

Folks caught on camera living their best “mountain life”

Ari Hanna (L) and Miyah Beug (R) on shift at black
Bear Coffee Shop

Dwayne Apprill (L) and Danny Hardwick (R)
chat at Dusty Boots Cafe before the meet-and-
greet campaign event for Wiley

New biz at the former Tunnel stop in High Rolls:
Levain It Up Sourdough bakery, owned and oper-
ated by Las Cruces transplants Garrett Barnett (L)
and Steven Jackson (R) offers sourdough bakes,
craft jellies, and more.

The PAC (Pickleball Addicts of Cloudcroft) on a
beautiful fall day at Zenith Park. Find them on

ma during Burro Avenue’s trick or treat after the Facebook to follow their playtimes
pumpkin roll and costume parade.

i

KK and Laura pas out apples at Instant Kar-
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Superintendent Jocelyne Gillespie snuggles for-

mer student Kylie Adams’ daughter, Presley

Cloudcroft Elementary/Middle School and Parent
Teacher Organization (PTO) Volunteers brought
the Scholastic Book Fair to the school library in Oc-
tober. Pictured L-R: Mechelle Navarette, Cara Cou-
ture, Natasha Meszler, and Christina Sullivan

Trustee Keith Hamilton presents his campaign
swag

Rand first came to Cloudcroft in the early 80s when
he was Graphics Editor for the El Paso Herald-Post.
“I'was an outdoors guy and the Franklin Mountains
had nothing for me. I saw this and fell in love with
the Lincoln National Forest.” He graduated from
the University of Arizona in 1979 with a degree in
philosophy. “My favorite joke about that is; How do
you get the philosophy grad off your porch? You
pay for the pizza.” After graduation he became
an art director for newspapers and magazines. In
1986 he started Random Arts, an illustration and
graphic design studio. Rand was also a cartoonist
for the Tucson Weekly for 35 years. When I retired,
[ remembered my time here, so I revisited this
place and knew Cloudcroft was the place for me.
I bought the old Kemp family cabin in 2023 and
totally restored and winterized it.” “I have always
been a painter too, and now I can spend more time
doing what I love.” You can find Rand most morn-
ings walking his dog Abbey around the Lodge.

Find his debut cartoon for the Mountain Monthly in
the Reflections section.

Jules on his favorite perch, Berle Van Zandt.

Page 19



o
O l C e S Dispatches from the mountain community

Butter-Churning,
Soup Cook-Offs, and
New Leaders: Cloud-
croft Scouts Launch

Strong Fall Season

It’'s been a great start to the
school year for Cloudcroft
Scouts, with both Troop 958 and
Pack 958 making history and
memories as they kicked off the
fall season.

At our first combined Pack Meet-
ing and Court of Honor of the
school year, families gathered to
recognize achievements. Along
with the usual potluck, awards,
and rank advancements, the
evening marked a major leader-
ship change.

Four former Scoutmasters —
Paul Benshoof, Erich Weur-
sching, Greg Crinklaw, and
Andy Kitzman — were on hand
to ceremoniously pass along
the Scoutmaster patch, ending
with our new Scoutmaster, Ty-
ler Norred. In a special moment,
outgoing Scoutmaster Andy
Kitzman presented Mr. Norred
with a framed scouting photo
that had been given to him by
Lance Wright, one of the found-
ers of our current Pack and
Troop.

We're also excited to welcome
our new Cubmaster, Billy Coyle,
who steps into the role as Sha-
ron Smith transitions into the
position of Webelos / Arrow of
Light Den Leader. We're grateful
for their leadership and excited
for what lies ahead.

Several scouts were recognized
for rank advancement: Kelton
Farmer earned his Tenderfoot
rank, and Connor Smith, who
is working steadily toward his
Eagle, advanced to Star. In the
Pack, Aubrey Norred moved up
to Webelos 2.

The scouts also enjoyed a fan-
tastic two-night joint campout
near Timberon at the Southern
Rockies Camp. From outdoor
cooking to patrol competitions,
the weekend was packed with
activity. Scouts churned their
own butter and cooked meals to-
gether, including a friendly soup
cook-off between the boy and
girl patrols. Each team made
chicken soup with dumplings
from scratch, and both turned
out superbh. Outgoing Scoutmas-
ter Andy Kitzman judged the
contest a tie, awarding the win
to the girls for their strong team-
work.

In another outdoor milestone,
the Troop completed a five-mile
backpacking prep hike on
Aspen Trail with 10-pound
packs. At the halfway point,
they stopped to make gour-
met ramen before finish-
ing the loop. This hike is
one step in their prepara-
tion for a longer backpack-
ing trip planned for spring
2026.

Scouting in Cloudcroft is off
to a strong start this year. If
your family is interested in
joining, we meet most Sun-
days at 4 PM at the Cloud-
croft United Methodist
Church.

To learn more. reach out to
info@CloudcroftScouts.org

— Greg Crinklaw

Check it Out: Li-
brary Corner
Checking in with Library Di-

rector Sandra Barr and the
Library Advisory Board

Scouts flip flapjacks at recent campout
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In the month of October, Cloud-
croft’s Michael Nivison Pub-
lic Library visitors averaged
around 20 per day—a decrease
from busy summer months, and
an older crowd, too.

Attendance steeply changed
the night of the Tiny Art Show
awards and reception, with a
packed house to see the massive
showing of petite works on dis-
play. Folks of all ages gnoshed
on a great spread, congratulat-
ed the local artists, and brought
life into the library—filling every
room and hallway with the fan-
tastic turnout.

Nearly 100 works were submit-
ted, boasting an array of ma-
terials and media: painting,
drawing, embroidery, collage,
assemblage, sculpture, stop-mo-
tion animation, Lego, and more.
Susan Mack took Best of Show
with her alcohol ink sunflower
painting.

“Storytime with Paige” on Fri-
days from 10:30-11:30 a.m. will
continue this month.

The Old Red Brick Schoolhouse
kitchen is nearly done with ren-
ovations, paid for by a Rural Li-
brary Grant.

The Library Advisory Board
met on Monday, September
29th, where they shared that vil-
lage grants writer Lauren Groes-
beck ensured the library’s grant
funding was saved in the after-
math of last year’s turnover and
extended library closure.

Window repairs and the kitchen
update to the tune of $43,859.65
are paid for through a one-time
grant. The General Obligation
(GO) Bonds of $11,545.82 need
to be used by April of next year
for library resources and equip-
ment.

A State Grants-in-Aid and Rural
Library Program Grant, com-
bined at over $25,000, must be
spent on collections, salaries,
and professional development
by June 30, 2026.

The Library Advisory Board
has three open seats. Submit
your letter of interest and apply
online through the Cloudcroft-
Village.com website.

NM Ag Dept. Warns
Against Moving Fire-
wood

New Mexico’s Department of Ag-
riculture is asking residents, re-
tailers, and visitors to help stop
the spread of invasive pests by
buying firewood locally.

The agency warns that moving
untreated firewood—even short
distances—can carry tree-killing
beetles, caterpillars, and other
destructive species that threat-
en New Mexico’s forests, includ-
ing those around Cloudcroft.

“Something as simple as mov-
ing untreated firewood can have
long-term impacts on New Mex-
ico’s forests, farms, and commu-
nities,” said Agriculture Secre-
tary Jeff Witte. “By buying and
burning local firewood, each of
us can help protect our state’s
natural resources.”

If you must move firewood, be
sure it’s heat-treated and sold
with certification. Firewood in
New Mexico must also be ad-
vertised and sold by the cord or
fractional cord—128 cubic feet—
to comply with state law.

For details on invasive pest pre-
vention, visit DontMoveFire-
wood.org. For questions about
sales or pest regulations, con-
tact NMDA at 575-646-1616 or
575-646-3207.

VFW Post 11999’s
Roadside Cleanup
Keeps Cloudcroft

Beautiful

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
11999 members joined forc-
es with Cloudcroft’s local Scout
Troop 958, parents, and leaders
to clean up litter along Highway
82.

Donning reflective vests and
braving the brisk October air,
volunteers gave their morning
to a cause that helps keep Cloud-
croft beautiful.

Working between mile markers
17 and 18, the team filled and
removed 17 bags of trash during
this semi-annual effort.

Cloudcroft’s local VFW Post “ad-
opted” this one-mile stretch of
Highway 82 from the New Mex-
ico Department of Transporta-
tion 13 years ago. Since then,
Post members, families, and
friends have faithfully main-
tained it twice a year—helping
keep our mountain community



clean and scenic.

Years ago, the state relied on
inmates to clean up highways,
but the cost of transportation,
supervision, and restrictions
on where inmates could work
made that approach unsus-
tainable. The shift to volun-
teer programs like Adopt-a-
Highway has proven far more
effective—reducing costs and
allowing more miles of road-
way to be cleaned more fre-
quently.

Cloudcroft’s beauty is part of
what makes it so special—its
stunning forest vistas, open
pastures, and cozy mountain
village charm attract resi-
dents and visitors alike. How-
ever, litter continues to be an
unfortunate problem. State
and local governments sim-
ply don’t have the resources
to address roadside trash, so
volunteers play a vital role in
maintaining our communi-
ty’s appearance.

A clean village not only sup-
ports tourism and local pride
but also reflects the respect
we hold for the natural envi-
ronment that surrounds us.

VFW Community Events

Next on the calendar for VFW
Post 11999 is one of our fa-
vorite annual traditions—the
Veteran’s Day Spaghetti Din-
ner on Saturday, November
8th, at the Cloudcroft Senior
Center from 4-7 p.m. The
meal includes spaghetti, des-
sert, and a drink, with both
dine-in and carry-out options
available. Be sure to mark
your calendars—tickets will
be available at the door while
supplies last!

During the dinner, we’ll also
draw the winning ticket for
our much-anticipated Henry
VFW .22LR Tribute Edition
Rifle, complete with a hand-
some display case. This col-
lectible has generated a lot of
excitement, and all proceeds
from the raffle—and the din-
ner—support veteran assis-
tance and community service
projects right here in Cloud-
croft.

To wrap up November, the
Post will once again partner
with Summit Christian Fel-
lowship to deliver Thanksgiv-
ing blessings to local families
in need. We’'ll be donating
turkeys to accompany the
well-stocked food baskets
prepared and distributed by
the church. Together, we hope
to ensure that everyone in our
community enjoys a warm
meal and a reminder of the
blessings we share—even in
challenging times.

VFW Post 11999 is deeply
grateful for the continued
support of the Cloudcroft
community. Your encourage-
ment and generosity enable
us to serve—not only our fel-
low veterans but also our
neighbors and friends. We
look forward to carrying this
spirit of service into the holi-
day season and beyond.

— Paul Benshoof
Commander, VFW Post 11999

Keep Cloudcroft
Clean Wraps Up
a Record Year

From highway shoulders to
trailheads, Keep Cloudcroft
Clean (KCC) has logged an-
other impressive year of ser-
vice in 2025—tackling litter,
removing graffiti, and helping
keep local hot spots pristine
while seeing record-low trash
totals across their cleanup
sites.

This year, KCC has beautified
Zenith Park, the Adopt-A-
Highway on Hwy 244, Bur-
ro Avenue, Dry Canyon, and
Sleepygrass Campground—
hitting some spots several
times.

Their final community event
of the year is tentatively set
for Saturday, Nov. 8,at 11 a.m.
Follow Keep Cloudcroft Clean
on Facebook for updates.

You can also sign up to volun-
teer at www.KeepCloudcroft-
Clean.org or email Alex and
Sonnie at alex@KeepCloud-
croftClean.org and sonnie@
KeepCloudcroftClean.org.

FUN FACT:: Berle Van Zandt and
Donna Rand find Joy Off the Beat-
en Path, pg 26. Both Berle and
Donna worked at the Mountain
Monthly from 1989 to the early
2000s. Donna wrote articles and
did minor editing, while Berle was
the proofreader.

We’re here for you!

Sacramento Mountain
Medical Center
Primary Care Services -
serving our community
for over 20 years!

THE GABINS AT
GLOUDCROFT

Close to everything but off of
the main roads! Beautifully
sited within the Village!

Call for an appointment!

575-682-2542 E3:E
pmsrlwirln%g
"""‘ PMS 0000000

™

PRESBYTERIAN MEDICAL SERVICES

Our purpose is you.

Medicare, Medicaid, and Private
Insurance Accepted. For the uninsured,
a sliding fee scale is available based
on income.

4,2,and 1 Be&rooin Cabins
Fireplaces ~ Kitchens

575-682-2396
www.cloudcroftnm.com

Sacramento Mountain
Medical Center
74 James Canyon Highway

A. ‘r M.
Need Ranch To Lease DOG WASH

with Option To Buy in =
Southeast New Mexico. \\4'. =4
. w \ Climate
50 to 100 cow units. SELF SERVICE Controlled
2800 E. 10th STREET, ALAMOGORDO
Call Rdam 913-422-1146

575-434-6896
We Also Have SELF-SERVICE CAR WASHES!

Craft Coffee-Chill Vibes-Good Times
Cozy up with o Fall Latte and Friend).
Wed-Sat 8-4, Sun 8-3

You can order products and coffee
beans online at www.mybbcoffee.com

Facebook: blackbearcoffeeshop
Instagram @blackbearcoffeenm

200 Burro Ave. 575-323-1089

BLACK BEAR

COFFEE SHOP

Burr@ S treet

B@ardinghaugp

Brad & Melanie Sampley
575-682-6002

94 James Canyon Hwy (Hwy 82)

Clowdernals
Truck and Ruto Parts

for You!

Cloudcroft, NM 88317 %" rM

HAPPY

* S/mp Local
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Special Order

Touchstone Energy ®
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fice
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1 800 548 4660
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Lost Lodge artist
Drew Gaines works
locally and exhibits
nafionally

Recently, he showed in the Marfa Invitational, and his work is
published in the New American Paintings collection.

Gaines’ work stands out through surrealist treatment of ordi-
nary subject matter, often painting what you see when you slow
down. Beach-goers, dust devils on a lonesome plain, chopping
wood, and hikers appear in his symbolic yet highly expressive
works.

Drew Gaines is a painter who strives to be a chronicler of every-
day life and everyday people.

His artis an extension of his studies in photojournalism in which
he holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from the Mayborn School of
Journalism at the University of North Texas. This subject taught

friendship.

the world.

Sacramento
Seasons with
Lyn Canham

Our friend and regular contributor,
fine artist Lyn Canham, has been on
an inspired journey this month —
traveling through the Swiss Alps and
into northern Italy on a Plein Air ad-
venture that blends travel, art, and

With fellow painters,
capturing alpine villages, sweeping
peaks, and Venetian canals while son.
exchanging new ideas and painting
techniques with artists from around

Photo by Guilaune Bigot

him the importance of observation and to create an engaging
scene that tells a story or hints at the modern human condition.

Some of Drew’s paintings use subtle symbolism to connect a lo-
cal subject to larger human issues. His work is a representation
of the small slice of America which he occupies and he hopes it
speaks truth to its diverse, ever-changing, conflicted and beau-
tiful nature. He often works in plein-air (painting outside on lo-
cation), which allows him to immerse himself in a subject.

Drew currently lives in a small cabin near Cloudcroft, New Mexi-
co with his wife, their two dogs and cat. It’s a rustic lifestyle. They
heat their home with a wood stove, use an outhouse and collect
rain water for household chores. He paints every day in a once
derelict old cabin he converted to his studio. Their way of life
brings them closer to nature and to the people in their commu-
nity.

P.S. Drew serves as Contributing Editor at the Cloudcroft Reader
and the Mountain Monthly, where his observational skills lend
excellent portraits of people, places, and issues through written
word.

Find his work online at drewgaines.com

This trip has been not only about cre-
ating art, but about finding renewal in
nature, laughter, and shared creativi-
ty. Lyn tells us that many in her group
plan to turn their small on-location
studies into larger works once they're
home — tangible memories of moun-
tain mornings and lakeside light.

She’ll be back soon as a regular voice
in our newly named section, Sacra-
mento Seasons, where she writes
about life and landscape here in the
Sacramento Mountains — from gar-
dening and local flora to wildlife and
the subtle shifts that mark each sea-

she’s been

We can’t wait to have her back on the
mountain and on our pages.



(RANGE REPORT, from p. 9)

“Her combined expertise in his-
tory, preservation, and museum
leadership, paired with her life-
long passion for space history,
will help inspire future gener-
ations through the remarkable
story of New Mexico’s role in
space exploration.”

Kincaid Brady brings more than
a decade of experience in muse-
um management, historic pres-
ervation, and public program-
ming. She most recently served
as business and programming
director at the Neill-Cochran
House Museum in Austin, Tex-
as, where she oversaw daily
operations, staff and volunteer
management, fundraising, and
community partnerships. Prior
to that, she was project manager
and historic preservation lead
at R&K Solutions, Inc., direct-
ing preservation projects that
culminated in museum exhibi-
tions, including one at the Mu-
seum of Science and History in
Jacksonville, Florida.

“My love for space history began
during my childhood visits to
the Smithsonian Air and Space
Museum,” Kincaid Brady said.
“Joining the New Mexico Muse-
um of Space History feels like
coming full circle. I'm excited
to continue advancing the mu-
seum’s mission to share the sto-
ries of innovation, exploration,
and discovery that define both
New Mexico and our journey
into space.”

As executive director, she will
oversee the museum’s opera-
tions, exhibitions, research, and
educational programs, ensuring
its continued role as one of New
Mexico’s premier cultural insti-
tutions.

Located in Alamogordo, the New
Mexico Museum of Space His-
tory is dedicated to preserving
and sharing the state’s contribu-
tions to space exploration and
research. It is a division of the
New Mexico Department of Cul-
tural Affairs.

Kincaid Brady has master’s de-
grees in historic preservation
from the University of Texas at
Austin, and in history from the
University of Texas at San An-
tonio, as well as a graduate cer-
tificate in historic preservation
from UT San Antonio. Her ac-

ademic work includes Preser-
vation Moon: Defining and Pre-
serving the Cultural Landscape
of Tranquility Base, a study that
reflects her deep interest in the
heritage of space exploration.

The New Mexico Museum of
Space History in Alamogordo
is a division of the New Mexico
Department of Cultural Affairs.
A Smithsonian Affiliate, the mu-
seum showcases the significant
role New Mexico has played
in the development of the U.S.
Space Program and features
the International Space Hall of
Fame, and New Horizons Dome
Theater.

NM FAIR Plan Ex-
pands Insurance
Options

The New Mexico Office of the Su-
perintendent of Insurance (OSI)
has expanded the state’s FAIR
Plan, offering higher coverage
limits for property owners who
have struggled to find insurance
in high fire-risk or rural areas.

The update is particularly rele-
vant for mountain communities
like Cloudcroft where wildfire
danger and insurance cancel-
lations have become a con-
stant concern.

Under the new limits, home-
Owners can now receive up
to $750,000 in coverage for
properties in  Protection
Classes 1 through 7, and up to
$500,000 for those in Protec-

tion Classes 8 through 10.

Commercial coverage has also
doubled, increasing from $1
million to $2 million across all
protection classes. A New Mex-
ico Property Insurance Program
representative said the expan-
sion provides more options and
peace of mind for families and
businesses navigating fire-relat-
ed insurance challenges.

The FAIR Plan offers basic prop-
erty insurance that goes beyond
fire coverage alone.

Policies may include protection
for damage caused by lightning,
wind, hail, explosions, smoke,
vandalism, or malicious mis-
chief—providing a broader safe-
guard for property owners in at-
risk regions.

To apply, clients must work
through a licensed insurance
producer approved to write
FAIR Plan policies. Interest-
ed homeowners and business
owners can locate an approved
producer and request a quote or
use the Quick Quote tool at www.
nmpropertyinsurance.com to
determine eligibility and pric-
ing.

The program is intended for res-

Purveyors of
Southwest % Mountain
O s &
= Provistons; Goods& Finery e e
505 Burro Avenue #109 in The Burro Street Exchange

idents and small business own-
ers in wildfire-prone or remote
areas who have faced coverage
cancellations or non-renewals.
For many in forested moun-
tain regions, the FAIR Plan of-
fers a critical insurance safety
net when private providers pull
back from high-risk zones.

Questions about eligibility
or coverage details can be
directed to Melissa Rob-
ertson, Property Bureau
Chief at OSI, at melissa.
robertson@osi.nm.gov
or through the agency’s
website, www.osi.state.
nm.us.
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Preslar’s Dirtworks is your
local asphalt contractor

Have You Considered
Paving I1?

Call or text Matt Presilar

for a quote at
575-430-7631
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Tom Taylor in his yurt. (Photo and art by Drew Gaines)

Tom Taylor, Eccentric Veteran
and Cloudcroft Icon, Dies at 77

Remembering “One-Arm Tom” with the help of his daughters,

family, lovers, neighbors, and friends. By Drew Gaines

Tom Taylor, a fixture of Cloud-
croft and the Lost Lodge com-
munity, known for his alterna-
tive lifestyle, quirky personality,
generosity and unfiltered hu-
mor, has died. He was 77.

Tom died of cancer. His final moments
were spent in his yurt in Lost Lodge, sur-
rounded by his daughters.

Perhaps no other event impacted Tom'’s
life greater than the Vietnam War. A for-
mer athlete and already a father, he was
drafted into the Army at the age of 21 and
was shipped off to combat.

Tom walked point as a grunt, or infantry
soldier, and was wounded by a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade. The event nearly Kkilled
him, and Tom would say that he died the
day he was shot. Doctors amputated his
left arm below the elbow. He later traded
a prosthetic arm for a hotel stay while in
Mexico.

The Army recognized Tom with a Purple
Heart and multiple Bronze Star medals
for “heroic and meritorious deeds during
combat.” He described himself as a good
soldier but always shied away from being
labeled a hero.

The horrors of war followed the veteran
for the rest of his life. While he struggled
with PTSD and his amputation, the expe-
rience of combat put Tom on an uncon-
ventional path.

He became an accomplished artist, gar-
dener, performed stunts in movies,
worked undercover for law enforcement,
grew cannabis, remodeled homes, and

Page 24

dabbled in the occult.

Backwaters are where Tom found peace,
he would say. They were places off the
beaten path where people lived close to
the land and prioritized community over
material possessions.

He later found such a place in Lost Lodge,
outside of Cloudcroft, where locals joke
that any HOA would require a junk car in
every yard.

“He had a death wish,” says his daugh-
ter Meagan Taylor about her father’s life
during the early years after the war. He
traveled through Mexico and Latin Amer-
ica, and settled into an indigenous com-
munity in the Mexican state of Chiapas.
Tom wore a hook on his stump, like a pi-
rate, which often frightened the locals.

“Tom was in a very unique experience
because he was supported because of his
military injury, and it gave him the abili-
ty to really dig down deep into all sorts of
things. [ mean, that gentleman knew a lot
about a lot of things and we’ve had conver-
sations that were very deep, and he was
very deep,” said Bill Niffenegger, Tom’s
friend of fifty-plus years.

Raised in Marion, Iowa, Tom briefly re-
turned to the Hawkeye State and reunit-
ed with his first wife Thilieu and their two
daughters Meagan and Rachel. He then
bounced around the upper Midwest and
hung out with the hippies.

He met Bill and his mentors Eli and Uncle
Mac. He described Mac as a warlock who
would sometimes place his glass eye on
Tom’s dinner plate. The girls were scared
of Mac and still don’t know his real name.

It was during this time that Tom met
his second wife, Toni, and had his third
daughter, Brooke.

The gang traveled west to the once sleepy
fishing village of Port Townsend, Washing-
ton. Tom and Toni delivered Tom’s fourth
daughter, Taya, inside a converted school
bus there at the gates of Puget Sound.

Tom began acting in independent mov-
ies. He also carved wood sculptures. Great
hunks of cedar were transformed into tow-
ering depictions of snakes, hawks, sail-
ors, and local wildlife. Many were sold to
wealthy patrons in the Pacific Northwest.

Tom played Hugh Kelso, a down-and-out
dad and police detective, in the indie com-
edy-thriller Love and Dynamite (1992).
He starred alongside Dan Haggerty who
was famous for the Grizzly Adams series.
The movie is available on YouTube and is
one of a handful of small productions that
bear his name.

Exasperated by the growing popularity
of Port Townsend, Tom ventured to New
Mexico and settled in Cloudcroft in 1995.
He followed his friends Bill and Beverly
Niffenegger, who later opened The Old Ap-
ple Barn emporium in High Rolls Moun-
tain Park.

With Cloudcroft as a home base, Tom con-
tinued to travel. He ventured to Brazil with
Bill, and later to Jamaica where Tom met
his third wife Andrea. He and Andrea had
Tom’s fifth daughter Tommilee and he
embraced Andrea’s daughter, Stacy, as his
own.

“It’s the air. It’s sweet,” he would say about
Cloudcroft. Tom raised Tommilee here,
and became a pillar of the village and the
Burro Avenue Boardwalk.

"He loved Cloudcroft. He liked the West-
ern Bar, and he started making friends
and never stopped,” said Bill.

A woman approached him on the board-
walk and, thinking Tom was homeless,
she tried to hand him some money. Tom
smiled, looked at her, and pulled a wad of



cash from his back pocket, over
$2,000, which was part of his
monthly disability payment from
the Army.

By his own admission, Tom
sometimes appeared a little des-
titute. “I smell like old meat,” he
would say. His baggy Levi’s would
be stained with cow manure that
he used to fertilize the garden.
He seldom left the house without
his black felt hat with an Army
Airborne pin stuck in it, and lat-
er wore a leather eye patch after
losing sight in one eye.

He had T-shirts printed with his
own humorous “Tom-isms,” say-
ings that often poked-fun at his
amputation or the politics of the
day. I don’t Clap, I'm Unarmed, I
Love Clowncroft, and Too Many
Subpoenises were some of the
phrases he proudly wore.

“He had a chuckle and he had sil-
ly T-shirts, but let me tell you that
was a very, very well-informed
gentleman,” said Bill.

Tom would talk to anyone re-
gardless of politics, social status
or age. Complete strangers were
greeted with a joke and a smile.

He wanted for nothing and would
hand out money, loan tools, give
away building supplies and be-
friend hitchhikers. He’d measure
a person by their willingness to
share.

“Counter-culture people, peo-
ple who have a hard time getting
along in the establishment, I find
more people within that group
who will share their last potato
with you,” Tom said.

He attempted to “reorganize”
water using neodymium mag-
nets, drank his own urine after
studying urotherapy, practiced
sungazing, and created ormus—a
kind of trace mineral extracted
with alchemy. Everything he put
ormus on thrived, from his hol-
lyhock flowers to his chihuahua
Clyde, who lived for over twenty
years.

Many of his experiments took
place at his tire-wall compound
in Lost Lodge where he erected
his yurt, held cookouts, and let
the children run wild.

He hired locals (including this
writer) during the summers to
shovel gravel into old tires that
were stacked to create terraces
and castle-like structures.

He enjoyed cooking over a fire,
drying clothes outside, using an
outhouse, raising chickens and
operating his chainsaw.

“That guy had one arm and did
more work than most guys did
with them and their neighbor,”

said Bill.

Friends recall when Tom at-
tempted to render homemade
biochar, a type of fertilizer that
requires very high heat and low
oxygen. He used a metal barrel,
a hot fire and a butane torch. An
explosion ensued when a rush
of oxygen ignited unburned bu-
tane beneath the metal barrel
and shot the container fifty feet
into the sky with a ka-boom that
shook the neighborhood.

“But when it hit the ground and
he wasn’t decapitated, I just start-
ed dying laughing,” said Cassi
Parvin, Tom’s friend and former
girlfriend.

Despite his failed biochar experi-
ment, Tom inspired a Cloudcroft
High School student to pursue
making biochar, leading them to
receive a college scholarship for
their work.

“I just met him one little time
in the bar, and I thought a one-
armed man was going to make
me uncomfortable; but I think I
just met my new best friend and
that’s how it was for 25 years,”
said Cassi. "There’s so many
beautiful moments, there’s too
many to remember.”

Ex-wives, girlfriends, lovers,
friends, neighbors would all
stop to visit Tom during his fi-
nal weeks. A dozen people at a
time would sometimes shuffle
through his tarp-wrapped, sin-
gle-room home, a testament to all
of the lives he touched.

Tom was born on February 8,
1948 in Ottumwa, Iowa to parents
Iris and Merwen Taylor. He had a
brother James and sister Jeanie.
He is survived by his six daugh-
ters Rachel, Meagan, Brooke,
Taya, Tommilee and Stacy, his
eleven grandchildren and one
great-grandchild. He died during
the morning of October 10, 2025.

He told his children “the circle is
full” before he passed.

His daughters stood outside their
father’s yurt before they all trav-
eled home. They were asked what
words described their dad. “Em-
pathic, talented, incredible, pa-
tient, f***ing hilarious and scary
sometimes.”

“He’s magic,” they said.

Come worship and learn God’s Word with us!

Sunday: Bible Class 9 a.m.
Worship & Word 10 a.m.
Wednesday: Prayer 6:30 p.m.

Pastor Andy Olsen + 575-687-3948

www.motlff.com

PCEMT

Cloudcroft, NM
O

- Website Design/Set-up & Maintenance -
- Social Media Management + Computer Repair *
* Microsoft Certified Professional -

575-491-2081

Computer Repair and Service

Facebook.com/katiepcemt
katiejones@pcemt-nmcom  www.pcemt-nm.com
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BILLY GOAT DUMPSTERS & DISPOSAL
11,18 AND 30 YARD CONTAINERS

Call for pricing info.

575-437-1468 www.billygoatllc.com
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Off grid retreat with rustic charm and mo erh ‘ar'nbéhifiés,
3 bedroom, 1 bathroom bordering National Forest. $360,000

Call for your private showing!

Christa Gattis
Associate Broker
(575) 430-1314 Cell *(575) 437-1137 Office

COLDWELL BANKER
SUDDERTH
NELSON, INC.

christagattis.nmrealtor@gmail.com
800 Scenic Dr. Alamogordo, NM

(He]per Needed - Experience a plus - Apply in pcrson.)

Rick Rogers Auto Repair LLLC

Rick Rogers 47 years Experience
Diesel & Gas - Foreign - Domestic - Std. & Auto. Trans.

Engine - Tune-Up - Brakes - Electrical - Heater & A/C -
4-W/Drive - Oil Changes & Flats - D.O.T. Inspections

e have the latest Diagnostic Equipment
for Auto, Lt. & Heavy Truck, Both Gas &
Diesel, Foreign or Domestic

We Repair Flat Tires!
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CISCO BOB, JR’s
EXCAVATION & UTILITIES

Sand & Gravel ¢ Material Hauling ¢ Demolition
All Types of Dirt Work  Trenching ¢ Tree Removal
Road Building « Lot Clearing & Leveling
Sepfic System Installation

Free Estimates (575) 464-9173

Lic. #86344
Insured & Bonded (575) 9317-2355

ROGERS WRECKER / ROADSIDE SERVICE
NOW AVAILABLE!

| zi4i7>

CALL 530-551-1780 OR 575-682-3352

Serving Cloudcroft & the Mountain Community for 31 Years!
Mobile Truck & Equipment Repairs - 575-430-0914

Rick & Teresa Rogers, Owners COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS J

Hwy 82, Cloudcroft, NM ;
575-.682-3352 We accept Visa & Mastercard
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Finding Joy Off the Beaten Path

Local gallery owners and activists Berle Van Zandt (L)

and Donna Rand (R) and chat with HANNAH DEAN about

art, community, and mountain life

Donna Rand and Berle Van Zandt
greet me in the patio and sculp-
ture garden outside their pink-
and-turquoise gallery, Off the
Beaten Path.

The name fits. Tucked just behind Bur-

ro Avenue, Cloudcroft’s main street, the
shop feels like a hidden find.

Off the Beaten Path carries a range of
eclectic art and handmade gifts—wind
chimes, paintings, sculptures, ceramics,
metalwork—the list goes on.

Many of their artists use repurposed and
unusual materials, an alchemic process
resulting in fine arts, like Arizona-based
artist Lorie T. Luipold’s “splashed” recy-
cled metal copper waste sculptures. One
sits on the wall like an iridescent lava
flare.

Donna’s smile lifts her rosy cheeks as she
tells their story. Berle arches one silver
eyebrow, softening whenever a cat—or
Donna—wanders close.

When the talk turns to Cloudcroft, Berle’s
shoulders ease. “Good people,” she says,
a mantra that captures how the pair have
found their place here.

On the Mountain

“We’ve lived here for 38 years, we’ve had
the shop for 29,” Donna says.

“When I came up, my mom was pregnant
with me—I couldn’t see anything. But
coming up here as kids, we loved it. We
stayed muddy all summer, back then, be-
cause it rained a lot,” Donna remembers.
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Donna grew up in El Paso, while Ber-
le grew up in the Dallas area. Then, the
pair met at Texas Tech University (TTU)
in Lubbock, where Berle was seeking her
degree in entomology, the study of bugs.

Donna, then Berle’s editor at the campus
newspaper at TTU, introduced her to the
area during spring break in 1983.

“We both liked Tech,” Donna remembers.
“And then I said, let’s move somewhere
where there are trees. We moved to Aus-
tin and spent some time there. Five years,
very short.”

“We moved to the city for a while to make
some money, so we wouldn’t have to work
so hard when we got up here in our mid-
20s. We did that, and moved up here a
few years later,” Berle says.

The partners are now moving into the
village proper—finding a single-level liv-
ing space to ease mobility for Donna, who
lives with Multiple Sclerosis.

Off the Beaten Path

Inside the gallery, a rainbow constella-
tion of rooms display handmade, actually
affordable art and artisan wares.

Joyous suncatchers, baubles like “con-
templation rattles” and other oddities
and one-of-a-kinds are surrounded by
upscale fine art pieces.

Berle and Donna focus on local and re-
gional artists. The “Unusual Beasts Lov-
able Art” plushie series by artist Galen
Wales and dream-like paintings by Mi-
chael Copeland are sourced from Al-
amogordo.

Inspired by Cloudcroft’s artistic energy
and a personal gift—a loan from Berle’s
parents—the duo purchased and reno-
vated a small cabin and launched their
gallery.

“We decided we would have everything
handmade in the U.S. But it’s all artists
who are good people who create with love
and passion, so it’s from the heart,” Berle
says.

Over 29 years, the shop grew into a lo-
cal landmark, cherished for its cheerful
presence and annual return customers,
even as Cloudcroft transformed with new
businesses and a changing tourism land-
scape.

“High Altitude opened six months before
we did,” Berle remembers. “The Bear
Track and the Turquoise shop have been
here longer—like 50 years? All the other
businesses on Burro have changed.”

Desert Mountain Tourism

“You've got to concentrate when you're
busiest in summer, that’s when you're go-
ing to make all your money,” Donna says.

“Tourists are the biggest customer base.
We get a few locals who shop here,” Berle
says.

While grateful for the economic boost
from tourism, Berle worries about the
effects on the village’s resources. “Why
can’t we get a village ordinance that says
any overnight rental—I don’t care if it’s a
hotel, if it’s a cabin—to put signs in there.
I know Teri Scott does, but put a sign in
there that says, like the rest of the West,
we are in a severe drought. Please con-
serve water.”

“The businesses are staying longer than
typical now. Used to, they’d be maybe a
year, at the most three,” Berle says.

While many businesses struggle, Off the
Beaten Path is nearing its 30th anniver-
sary.

“Somebody actually said, I thought it was
a house,” Donna adds. “It took a while,
but now we have returning people who
come every year.”

One Cat at a Time: 1CaT

“Whensomebody comes in and just looks
at you, you know they have a cat,” Berle
says.

As we walk through the gallery, we're
followed by a mobile exhibit—Mazie, a
slinky black kitten happily springs from
room to room as we explore the gallery,
followed by a fluffy orange critter named
Jules.

Jules occasionally hitches a free ride,
scaling Berle like a tree, turning her into
a makeshift pirate, complete with a living
shoulder accoutrement.



Jules stretches out on his favorite
perch, Off the Beaten Path owner
Berle Van Zandt.

While their trademark penguin
serves as the gallery mascot, cats
call upon Berle and Donna’s pas-
sionate activism.

With no animal control in the vil-
lage, Berle and Donna have tak-
en up the challenge of managing
Cloudcroft’s stray and feral cat
population. The 1CaT (One Cat at
a Time) program, which they be-
gan in 2011 and turned nonprof-
it by 2017, relies on trap-neu-
ter-release (TNR) system to keep
numbers stable and protect local
birdlife.

At any one time, their “cat house”
shelters 15-30 cats—many feral,
some adoptable.

Volunteers and donors sus-
tain the effort, with fundraising
through raffles, auctions, and a
humble donation can on the gal-
lery counter.

The program also serves as a sup-
port hub for neighbors needing
help with spay, neuter, adoption,
or rescue, filling a vital need for
animal welfare on the mountain.

“The two of us do the boxes. Also,
Maryann Bigelow helps. Susan
Difani volunteers two days a
week, and we have another vol-
unteer, Cheryl Puterbaugh, who
does one day a week. Bodhi West,
who just graduated from CHS,
has done one day a week since
he was 14. Lately, he’s been doing
three days a week,” Berle says of
the program’s demands. “It’s just
killing me because I don’t have
the time.”

They’re looking for an employee
to help manage the 1CAT pro-
gram—reach out for details and

to apply.
Finding Good People

“One of the biggest fights I ever
had with my mom—we were re-
ally close—one time we were
talking and I said I'm not Texan,
I'm New Mexican. I chose to live
here,” Donna says.

“She said I'm sorry you had a
miserable childhood. My mom
had such a good sense of humor.
And I said call ‘em all up, talking
about my siblings—my brother
Pat’s in L.A., he’ll probably say
‘California’. My sister’s in Phoe-
nix, she’ll say ‘Arizona’. There
are six in the family, all over the
country. And damn it, when she
called them, if they didn’t all say
they were Texan.” Donna laughs.

Later, Donna fills out the rest of
the story.

“When I said I wasn’t Texan, I

thought I'd be taken out the will.
There was no will, but I told mom:
you know, I told you I was gay, it
was no problem.”

“And growing up Catholic, she
told her she was an atheist, no
problem,” Berle adds.

“And I tell you I'm not Texan, and
you blow a gasket!” Donna says.

Here in Cloudcroft, Donna and
Berle have found their community.
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“People will go out of their way to
help you,” Donna says.

“Like when Dave’s burned down.
The whole village was up there,
and it was a sad day and every-
body could feel it. Immediately,
everybody was like let’s figure out
how to get money to these people
that are losing their livelihoods.
The community was just there
for you,” Donna says. “I remem-
ber when [ was in a really bad ac-
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cident. The real estate agent was
driving, and we were hit head on.
She (the driver) passed.”

“I was behind and saw the whole
thing,” Berle says.

Donna remembers, “The com-
munity was so amazing after-
wards. I love my family, but these
people are family. And I still feel
that way.”

Proudly Serving Otero County since 1898
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Services
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Grateful...Thankful...Blessed

This Thanksgiving, we're especially grateful for our wonderful guests
who make the Grand Cloudcroft Hotel feel like family. Wishing you all
a warm and joyful holiday.

GRAND CLOUDCROFT HOTEL

Featuring 50 king bed rooms,
hand >
@f hot breakfasts, total climate control hot
= O’“dc/b@/é or cold, two outdoor patios, indoor pool
Kc'}éo,ﬂeé and hot tub, three-story elevator, and an

underground secure parking garage.

g
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1207 James Canyon Highway, QAN
G HOTEL 7 - -

Cloudcroft, NM 88317

WWW.GRANDCLOUDCROFT.COM

Now Open!
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Thurs - 4-9pm

Fri- 4-10pm

SERVING NEW MEXICO’S FINEST 1} ) /sat-tam-10pm
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MOUNTAINTOP GIN - SKYWATER VODKA - MOUNTAIN SMOKE
WHISKEY- PROUDLY DISTILLED ON SITE
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- 'Iil DESIGN-BUILD
jzlll' Il DIRT WORK
=" ‘ GREEN MOUNTAIN
w»n= ARCHITECTS SHNEPC

CONSTRUCTION ic.
575.551.1080 - shelley@greenmnt.com

smharchitect.com 575.682.2537 - dan@greenmnt.com
500 Burro Ave. Cloudcroft, NM www.greenmountainconstr.com





