














Faces & Places

(L-R) Max, Miyah, Matt, Cindy, and Ricky

Running in Their

Footsteps

The Preslars are deeply woven into our
mountain’s fabric through Cloudcroft
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area’s approach to distance running events.

By Hannah Dean

On a warm November morning,
Cindy sits down with me in their
family home to talk running, life,
and Cloudcroft.

While we chat, Cindy’s son, Ricky,
rests by a window, looking out into
the yard full of four big dogs—one
of Cindy’s, three belong to Ricky’s
brother Max. One golden retriever,
a fluffy solar panel, stretches out
on the sunny lawn overlooking the
Preslar’s mountain property out-
side of the village.

The bright walls—some yellow, red,
blue— are covered in family photos,
colorful art, and other evidence of a
full life.

Beneath a sparkling display of sun-
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catchers—a line of trophies and
awards sits in the windowsill, each
earned by the Preslar family, who
share a love of long-distance run-
ning and the outdoors.

Cloudcroft Runners: A Legacy of En-
durance and Community

Cindy Preslar launched Cloudcroft
Runners in 2014 to revive racing in
the high-desert mountains and to
fundraise for students who needed
assistance.

For years, Cloudcroft had been a
ghost town for runners. The Rails-
to-Trails race was gone. So was the
Governor’s “Highest 10k.” Cindy
wanted them back—she just didn’t
know how.

“I had no idea how to put races
on,” she admits. Enter Amy Col-
lins, a Las Cruces connection with
race-organizing experience. To-
gether, they launched Run through
the Clouds and Trails and Rails in
2014.

Cloudcroft Runners evolved its of-
ferings, at one time switching from
the point-to-point Cactus to Clouds
ultra to the in-town Cloudcroft Ul-
tra when busing fell through.

Beyond promoting running, the or-
ganization served the community.

Cindy and Matt organized the rac-
es for nonprofit purposes, donating
money raised through the events
to the Cloudcroft Schools. Stu-
dents volunteered for events that
supported various organizations,
including the Parent-Teacher Or-
ganization (PTO), Technology Stu-
dent Association (TSA), athletic
teams, cheerleaders, and Scouts.

The races also brought a signifi-
cant economic boost to the town,
putting heads in beds.

At 8,600+ feet, Cloudcroft offers
something rare: high-altitude
training in a small-town setting.

Runners from Las Cruces, El Paso,
and beyond returned year after
year, filling hotels and restaurants.
“I think we pack Cloudcroft,” Cindy
says—and local business owners
confirm it.

The Preslars recently transferred
the Cloudcroft races (Trails and
Rails, Cloudcroft Ultra, and Cactus
to Clouds) over to Shane Asbury
with Wanderlust Running, ensur-
ing the tradition continues.

Partners in Life and Running

Matt Preslar is a lifelong resident of
Cloudcroft. Cindy settled in Cloud-
croft in the late 1990s shortly after
meeting Matt—the couple celebrat-
ed their 25th anniversary this year
in March.

Cindy has been running since mid-
dle school, but became serious
about it in college after taking an
“Adventure Running” class in Con-
necticut. The longest race she’s run
is the 34-mile Canyon de Chelly Ul-
tra with Matt—an exclusive experi-
ence after winning a lottery to run
the race on Navajo land.

Cindy had a long career in educa-
tion, teaching science, PE, and the
fourth grade. Later, she worked
as Cloudcroft Schools’ Social Me-
dia and Website Coordinator. She
retired last year and is currently
involved in real estate with Miyah
Beug at Aspen Trails Real Estate.
(Miyah is Max’s girlfriend, and
their pups, Cindy’s granddogs, are
some of the pack that greeted me
as I drove up.)

Her running and teaching career
shaped her discipline and per-
spective. Cindy’s routine is steady
and practical: “almost daily, two to
three miles, just to clear my head.”

Matt’s career path included sell-
ing firewood, being a hotshot,
and working in real estate before
he founded Preslars Dirt Works.
He also coached cross-country at
Cloudcroft Schools.

Matt’s most grueling race wasn'’t in
New Mexico—it was the Ultra-Trail
du Mont-Blanc, 100 miles through
France, Switzerland, and Italy.
Thirty-six hours of running. Cin-
dy laughs: “He’s much faster and



more intense than I am.”

Matt runs more miles in a year than
Cindy does, often adopting a “week-
end warrior” approach, where he
will “crank out 10 [miles], no prob-
lem” sometimes after work.

The Next Generation: Max and Ricky

The Preslars raised their two sons
in Cloudcroft, where “it’s great. Ev-
erybody knows them.”

Max, 22, started the 575 Tree Ser-
vice business after deciding he
wanted to make money selling
firewood. He grew up familiar with
chainsaws because his father sold
firewood, and Max taught himself
to climb trees on their property.

Max also has helped his family
in the running community, even
pushing his younger brother Ricky
in his adaptive wheelchair during
the Run through the Clouds road
race one year.

Ricky, 19, attended the New Mexi-
co School for the Blind and Visual-
ly Impaired in Alamogordo. Cere-
bral palsy limits his mobility, but
not his adventurousness. With the
help of his family, he has completed
two marathons and “at least five or
six half marathons and then some
shorter races.”

He’s skied at Ski Apache since age
four, tried adaptive mountain bik-
ing, and now flies with his family in
the plane Matt recently earned his
pilot’s license to operate.

The family has flown to Payson, the
Grand Canyon, Taos for anniversa-
ries. Sedona is next.

Cindy and Matt, together, have
flown running culture in Cloudcroft
to new heights.

Through their endurance running
and deep connection to Cloudcroft’s
schools and community life, the
Preslars have fostered an outdoor
sports events culture in Cloudcroft.

The Preslars recently transferred
their three races to Shane Asbury’s
Wanderlust Running. After a de-
cade, it was time.

But Cindy still runs almost daily—
two or three miles “just to clear my
head.” The routes wind past her
house, through Cloudcroft’s forest
trails, sometimes in snow. Some are
the same paths she mapped when
she was pushing Ricky’s stroller,
dreaming of races that would bring
runners back to the mountains.

That dream worked—now it’s shared
with Shane Asbury. And Cindy can
keep running.
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* LIFESTYLE
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* AND MORE!

View portfolio at
www.brehope.com
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Computer Repair and Service

Katie Jones  Web Design
Onner/Operator— and Management
- Website Design/Set-up & Maintenance -

- Social Media Management + Computer Repair *
* Microsoft Certified Professional -

575-491-2081  Facebook.com/katiepcemt

katiejones@pcemt-nmcom  www.pcemt-nm.com

Now Renting
10° x 20° Units

COX CANYON

STORAGE
575-430-7634
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igh Valley Weaving School

Weaving and Spinning Classes

Workshops in All Fiber Arts

Sales of
Yarn & Fiber * Handwoven Garments

Rag Rugs & Hand Towels

Lower Floor of Cloudcroft Library
Thursday - Friday - Saturday
10 am to 4 pm

Joan Nussbaum / Instructor
575-921-1020
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*Shop Local
* Large

Inventory
* We Can
Special Order
for You!

575-682-6002
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Big Daddy’s
Diner.

LLC

DINE IN ® CARRY OUT

Open All Week 7am - 9pm

Goob HomE

Q—[ajojoy T ﬁanﬁsgiving
rom everyone at ‘.Big @ac[c[y’s! |
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Mouth Watering
Char-Broiled
Pork Chops

COOKING
Authentic Prize Winning Homemade
Mexican Food  Rib Eye Steaks Soups,

Ice Cream Treats Pies, Cobblers & [ Main Store
Milk Shakes
& Floats

Desserts
Made Daily

1705 James Canyon Hwy 82, Cloudcroft, NM 88317 e Additional parking at Alta Vista Motel
* www.bigdaddysdinercloudcroft.com e
Call for Reservations - 575-682-1224 - Large Groups Welcome

RUIDOSO
Ford-Linceln

Import and Domestic Center

107 Hwy 70 Located at the “Y”
Ruidoso, NM 88345 Ruidoso, NM
575-378-4400 575-378-1100

www.ruidosoford.com
“Buy from us and get FREE Lifetime Maintenance”
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UD(&ROFT HOTEL

ERRY CHRISTMAS!!!

To our guests, neighbors,
and friends, thank you for a
wonderful year!

We hope your holiday season. &
is filled with joy and your new
year with blessings.

See you soon in the
2= beautiful village of
%% _ Cloudcroft, NM! b
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Cozy up to the fire and enjoy the winter holidays with us!

1207 James Canyon Highway, < ({E{T \ _ﬂb&ﬁfﬁi
Cloudcroft, NM 88317 il gEEL 575-601-2202

WWW.GRANDCLOUDCROFT.COM

THE Now Open!
DISTILLERY e - A\

@ CLOUDCROFT BREWING - g Wed - 4-9pm

Thurs - 4-9pm
Fri- 4-10pm

SERVING NEW MEXICO'S FINEST {) -
SPIRITS, BREWS AND WINE '\ sun - Tiam-=9pm

MOUNTAINTOP GIN - SKYWATER VODKA - MOUNTAIN SMOKE
WHISKEY- PROUDLY DISTILLED ON SITE

1303 BURRO AVE - CLOUDCROFT, NM

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL
), | DESIGN-BUILD
CTS ‘ PC

DIRT WORK

GREEN MOUNTAIN
CONSTRUCTIONic.
575.551.1080 - shelley@greenmnt.com

smharchitect.com 575.682.2537 - dan@greenmnt.com
500 Burro Ave. Cloudcroft, NM www.greenmountainconstr.com
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